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NEW Sunday Worship Option 
 

Unable to worship on Sunday morning due to work, 
travel, sports, personal reasons, snow? 
 

If so, worship Sunday evenings at 6:30 PM! 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
word to your friends, family and neighbors! 

 

Sunday, February 3 
 

LǘΩǎ {ƻǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ {unday. Please bring items for the 
food bank (financial donations are okay, too). 
 

There will be ONE joint worship service at 10:30 
with reception of new members and Holy 
Communion. 
 

The Annual Congregation meeting will be held 
immediately after the worship service. 
 

b9²Υ άYƛŘǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ 
 

Read more inside about this exciting development. 
Find out how you can help in an easy way! 
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I MMA N UEL NEWS LETTER 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

14100 Worthington Road, Philadelphia, PA 19116 
Telephone: 215-464-1540 FAX: 215-677-2433 

E-mail: office@immanuelphilly.org 
Websites: www.immanuelphilly.org and www.HillHappenings.org 
Facebook: Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Philadelphia 

 
 

Ministers: Members and Friends of the Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. Norbert F. Hahn, Ph.D.  215-464-1540 PastorHahnILC@gmail.com  
Secretary: Diane Burgess 215-464-1540 office@immanuelphilly.org  
Council President: Barbara Hannon 215-637-8478 

 
 

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS, MEETING TIMES, LEADERS  
Bible Study  Wednesdays 10:00 AM, 7:00 PM Pastor Hahn 
Choir As needed  Dr. James M. Clements 
Congregation Council 3rd Monday   7:00 PM Barbara Hannon 
Christian Event Team 1ST Tuesday   7:00 PM Eileen Szentjobi 
Finance Team 4th Tuesday   7:00 PM David W. Cook 
Frauenverein 3rd Wednesday 12:00 Noon Marianne Haug 
German Circle/Deutscher Kreis  1st Sunday   7:00 PM Ruth Muggler 
Girl Scouts Wednesdays   7:00 PM Nancy Smith 
Hand Bell Choir As needed  Dr. James M. Clements 
Immanuel German School  Saturdays    9:30 AM Dr. Del Hausman  
[ŀŘƛŜǎΩ DǳƛƭŘ 2nd Tuesday   7:00 PM Barbara Hannon 
Member Care Team 1ST Tuesday 10:00 AM Judy Friedman 
Mutual Ministry Team TBA  John Scholtz 
Social Ministry Team 3rd Wednesday 12:30 PM Michele Cook 
Sunday School Sundays   9:30 AM Eileen Szentjobi 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳō  TBA  Judy Friedman 
Worship Planning Team 2nd Monday 10:00 AM  Dr. James M. Clements 
Youth Group TBA  Chris Blankenhorn and 
                Eileen Szentjobi 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORAL STAFF  
Diane Burgess       David W. Cook       Pastor Norbert F. Hahn       Marianne Haug 

Send information or questions to IELC.newsletter@comcast.net .  
 
 

 

REMINDER  
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held  
on Sunday, February 3, 2019 

immdeiately following the 10:30 AM Worship Service 
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February 3rd ƛǎ ά{ƻǳǇŜǊέ Bowl Sunday. 
 

When you come to Worship, 
please bring a can of soup for the 

Somerton Food Bank. 
 

 
 
 
Christmas Eve 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
ImmanuelΨs Sunday evening 
worship service at 6:30 PM 
launched on January 6 with 22 
participants. Off to a great start! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
What Lutherans REALLY 
Believe (Immanuel's 2019 
Intergenerational 
Confirmation Experience) 
is off to a great start. A 
fine-looking group! 
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From Pastor Hahn: 
 

Do you feel it, too? Can you sense it? See it? Put 
your finger on it? Name it? 
 
As I see it, something special is happening in our 
church family. God seems to be doing a new thing. 
At least that is how I interpret some of the amazing 
things that have been or are happening in our 
church family: 
 

¶ We had a record attendance of over 400 
participants for our Christmas services. This 
includes a number of families from the 
Immanuel German School. 

 

¶ A new ministry with children has been 
launched. At least 15 children have participated 
at each event. 

 

¶ Another worship option has been added on 
Sunday evenings at 6:30 PM. This enables 
people to worship who cannot worship in the 
morning because of travel, work, sports, health 
or personal reasons. The new service launched 
with 22 in attendance. 

 

¶ At the end of 2018, several people officially 
became part of our church family. Another 
group is eager to join in February. 

 

¶ Your participation in the alternative Christmas 
ƎƛŦǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎΣ ά9[/! DƻƻŘ DƛŦǘǎΣέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ 
array of support for people in need. (See page 9 
for details.) 

 

¶ A new Confirmation class, consisting of people 
of all ages who want to grow in faith and affirm 
their Baptisms has started. This class is taught 
ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ 
REALLY BŜƭƛŜǾŜΗέ 

 

¶ The Christian Events Team and the Member 
Care Team are planning and providing 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ 
members, friends, and neighbors. 

¶ These items are just the tip of the iceberg, but 
it does seem that the Holy Spirit is blowing a 
fresh wind into our shared faith lives. I beg, 
urge, and implore you to do everything you 
can--with your time, talent and financial 
resources--to keep this holy momentum going. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Hahn 

 

Become a Wise Man or Woman! 
 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ !ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ 
a little curiosity and a desire to grow in your faith 
or spiritual life. Then attend one of the 
Wednesday Bible Studies (10 AM or 7 PM). We 
look forward to seeing you! Come give it a try! 
(The people are super nice, too.) 

 
Never Miss Worship Again! 

 

If you have to miss Sunday morning worship 
because of work, travel, sports, health or 
personal reasons, come to the Sunday evening 
worship which starts at 6:30 PM and is held in 
the fellowship hall. (Please enter through the 
back door.)  Never feel bad again for not giving  
God His due on Sunday morning. 

 

Do You Know What You Believe? 
 

Better yet: do you know what Lutherans REALLY 
believe? And should believe? And not believe? 
 

A good way to find out is by coming to the class, 
ά²Ƙŀǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ w9![[¸ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ 
on Sunday evenings at 7:10 PM. Give it a try! 
(The people are super nice, too!) ς Invite a friend 
or neighbor! 
 

 

Get Your Home Blessed! 
During the Epiphany season (until Ash 
Wednesday, March 6), Pastor Hahn is available 
for blessing your home. This can be a quick 
άŘƻƻǊ ǎǘŜǇέ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ 
Contact the church office to set up a date. 
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ά{ǳŎƘŜ CǊƛŜŘŜƴ ǳƴŘ ƧŀƎŜ ƛƘƳ ƴŀŎƘΗέ 
 
Im vergangenen Jahr war ich mit meinen Kindern 
(17 und 18 Jahre alt) in der zentralen Gedenkstätte 
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. Nach zwei Stunden 
schweigendem Gang durch die Ausstellung fragte 
ƳŜƛƴŜ ¢ƻŎƘǘŜǊΥ α¦ƴŘ hƳŀ Ƙŀǘ Řŀ ǎŎƘƻƴ ƎŜƭŜōǘΚά  
 
Wir spürten alle sofort, dass die Erinnerung an 
dieses Grauen des 2. Weltkriegs keine historische 
Erinnerung ist, sondern einen unmittelbaren Ort in 
allen deutschen Familien hat. 
Haben muss. Seit 74 Jahren ist  
Frieden in unserem Land. Für 
unsere Kinder ist das eine 
Welt, die sie ς Gott sei Dank ς 
nicht anders kennen. 
 
Aber ihre Großeltern, unsere 
Eltern haben den Krieg 
hautnah erlebt. Sie wissen 
noch zu gut, dass 
menschlicher Friede immer 
temporär und brüchig ist.  
 
Wir sind in der Zwischenzeit 
gefährlich abgestumpft bei den vielen Nachrichten, 
in denen ständig von neuen Krisenherden berichtet 
wird oder von alten Konfliktfeldern, die auch nach 
Jahren nicht beigelegt sind. Und wissen doch, dass 
es auch auf einer kleineren Skala Bereiche voller 
Spannungen gibt: In der Familie, am Arbeitsplatz, in 
der Gemeinde. Wo Menschen zusammenkommen, 
entstehen Konfliktfelder. 
 
Das Jahr 2019 ǎǘŜƘǘ ǳƴǘŜǊ ŘŜƳ .ƛōŜƭǿƻǊǘ α{ǳŎƘŜ 
CǊƛŜŘŜƴ ǳƴŘ ƧŀƎŜ ƛƘƳ ƴŀŎƘΗά όtǎŀƭƳ опΣмрύΦ LŎƘ 
habe mich über die Wahl dieses Psalmverses 
gefreut. Es ist eine Aufforderung an alle Christinnen 
und Christen und ein Mahnwort an ganz Europa. 
 
Suchet den Frieden! Wer vor fast 3000 Jahren 
diese Worte geschrieben hat, der wusste: Frieden 
ist nicht etwas, was sich einfach einstellt, wenn der 
Krieg vorbei ist. Frieden braucht Energie, Mut, 
Überzeugung. Frieden braucht Leidenschaft. 
Frieden ist kein Traumbild, sondern eine konkrete 
Handlungsoption. 
 

Es gibt viele Verben für das Kämpfen in unserer 
Sprache, aber kein Verb für den Frieden. 
 
Frieden machen, Frieden gestalten, das kann 
heißen: Einander besser kennen lernen, im kleinen 
Freundeskreis und in der Begegnung der Nationen. 
Frieden kann heißen, einander zu verstehen, auch 
wenn Unterschiede bestehen bleiben. 
 
 Frieden heißt, aushalten, dass wir verschieden 
sind und uns dennoch in Liebe begegnen. Frieden 

heißt Vergeben, ohne eine 
Gegenleistung. 
 
Als Kind hießen Verben 
Tätigkeitsworte. Wir brauchen 
Wörter der Tätigkeit, des 
Handelns für den Frieden. Action 
for peace! 
 
Friede meint nach biblischem 
Verständnis weit mehr als nur 
die Abwesenheit von Streit und 
Krieg. Friede, Schalom meint 
eine tiefe Sehnsucht nach einer 
heilen, unversehrten Welt.  

 
Schalom ist die unverbrüchliche Hoffnung auf ein 
gerechtes und alle Feindschaft überwindendes 
aƛǘŜƛƴŀƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǊ ƎŀƴȊŜƴ {ŎƘǀǇŦǳƴƎΥ α5ƻŎƘ ƛǎǘ Ƨŀ 
Gottes Hilfe nahe  denen, die ihn fürchten, dass in 
unserm Land Ehre wohne; dass Güte undTreue 
einander begegnen, Gerechtigkeit und Friede sich 
küssen; dass Treue auf der Erde wachse und 
DŜǊŜŎƘǘƛƎƪŜƛǘ ǾƻƳ IƛƳƳŜƭ ǎŎƘŀǳŜάΦ όtǎŀƭƳ урΣмл-
12). -- Landesbishof Ralf Meister, VELKD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 5  

German Lutheran Bishop, Ralf Meister, shares 
personal reflections about peace based upon a visit 
with his children to the Yad Vashem memorial in 
Jerusalem. He dialogues with the Bible quote for 
нлмфΥ ά{ŜŜƪ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƛǘΗ όtǎŀƭƳ опΥмпōύΣ 
outlines challenges to peace in interpersonal and 
international arenas, and examines the language of 
peace and war. ς For an English translation please 
contact the church office or Pastor Hahn. 



 

 

IMMANUELôS KIDS CONNECTION 
 

Hey kids!! Bring your parents or grandparents to 
LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ YƛŘǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ on Sunday, February 10, 2019, 
5:00 to 6:30 PM. (approximately) 

 
We will be celebrating the love of Jesus. There will be stories, 

crafts and treats.  We will finish the event with a light dinner.   
 

The event is geared for children ages 3 through 10.  We do request that one 
adult from each family attend.  So that we know how to plan, let us know your 
plans to attend by e-mailing us at office@immanuelphilly.org with the names 
and ages of each child and number of adults attending. 

 

 
 

MOVIE AND A MEAL  

About 30 members and friends of the Immanuel church family enjoyed a meal prepared by chef Erich, and a 
showing of the movie "The Case for Christ." This event was sponsored by the Member Care Team. 
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GERMAN CIRCLE  
 

There will be a meeting on Sunday, February 3 at 
7:00 pm. Hope to see all members at this meeting, 
thank you.                                                 Ruth Muggler 
 
 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED  
 

The Kids Connection Team is in need of adult 
assistance on Sunday, February 10 (See page 7). 

. We could use help with set up, food/kitchen 
or cleanup.  An hour or two is all that is needed.   

 

If you could lend your assistance, please 
contact Judy Friedman @ 267-343-3606, 

         Marion Morris  @267-258-2227 or 
Lori Ojeda         @215-290-5184.

LEARNING DAY  
 

ά/ŀƴƻŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΥ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 
¦ƴŎƘŀǊǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦέ 
ςUsing the story of the 
explorers, Lewis and 
Clark, presenter and 
author, Ted Bolsinger, 

offers his decades of expertise guiding churches 
and organizations in our rapidly changing world. 
This event is great for all who care about the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ όLǘ ƛǎ άŀ Ƴǳǎǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who are providing leadership in any elected or 
unofficial position.) Begins at 10 AM on 
Thursday, February 28. Contact Pastor Hahn.

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

ELCA GOOD GIFTS  
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
ǘƘŜ άDƻƻŘ DƛŦǘǎέ program. With the $3,194.00 
donated the ELCA will provide:  

 
 22 Groups of ten little chicks 
 17 Backpacks of food for a child 
 2 Bibles 
 15 Roosters 
 23 Families of honey bees 
 7 Meals for 10 people at a food kitchen  
 13 Piglets  
 4 Water filters 
 16 Goats 
 5 School fees & uniforms for girls 
 7 School supplies for a child 
 1 Fish Farm 

CAUGHT DOING MINISTRY  
 

 
Christmas Elves preparing the  

Christmas Newsletter for mailing. 
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CAUGHT DOING MINISTRY  
 
 

 
 

Eric and Sylvia and Stew undecorated the 
Christmas tree in the nave. Other helpers 
were Matt, Christel, George, Ilsa, Klaus and 
Johann as well as several unseen assistants. 
It took many workers to clean up, both 
inside and out. Thank you for your 
dedication. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

You can tell how big a person is  

by what it takes to discourage the m.  
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