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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

June 4, 2017 

10:30 Am Combined Service 

                 with Holy Communion 

 

FESTIVAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 

10:30 AM Combined Service  

                 with Holy Communion 

11:30 am Indoor Church Picnic (pg. 9) 

 

FATHER’S DAY 

Sunday, June 18, 2017 

9:30 AM English Service 

11:00 AM German Service 

 

GRADUATE SUNDAY (pg. 9) 

June 25, 2017  
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11:00 AM German Service 
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IMMANUEL NEWSLETTER 

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
14100 Worthington Road, Philadelphia, PA 19116 

Telephone: 215-464-1540 FAX: 215-677-2433 
E-mail: office@immanuelphilly.org  

Websites: www.immanuelphilly.org and www.HillHappenings.org  
Facebook: Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Philadelphia 

 

 
Ministers:  Members and Friends of the Congregation 
Pastor:  Rev. Norbert F. Hahn, Ph.D.   215-464-1540 PastorHahnILC@gmail.com 
Music Director: James M. Clements, Ed.D.  215-938-1852 
Secretary:  Diane Burgess    215-464-1540 office@immanuelphilly.org  
Council President:  Stewart Blankenhorn   215-947-5079 

 
 

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS, MEETING TIMES, LEADERS 
Choir As needed  Dr. James M. Clements 
Church Council 2nd Monday  7:00 PM Stewart Blankenhorn 
Christian Education Team 1ST Tuesday  7:00 PM Eileen Szentjobi 
Frauenverein 3rd Wednesday 11:30 AM Marianne Haug 
German Circle/Deutscher Kreis  1st Sunday  7:00 PM Ruth Muggler 
Bible Study  Wednesdays 10:00 AM Pastor Hahn 
Girl Scouts Wednesdays  7:00 PM Nancy Smith 
Handbell Choir As needed  Dr. James M. Clements 
Immanuel German School  Saturdays   9:30 AM Dr. Del Hausman  
Ladies’ Guild 2nd Tuesday  7:30 PM Barbara Hannon 
Sunday School Sundays  9:30 AM Eileen Szentjobi 
Women’s Book Club  3rd Tuesday  6:30 PM Judy Friedman 
Youth Group 1st Sunday 11:00 AM Chris Blankenhorn and 
   Eileen Szentjobi 

 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITORAL STAFF 
 

Diane Burgess       David W. Cook       Pastor Norbert F. Hahn       Marianne Haug 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL’S CAFE 
 

Thanks to Gail, Barbara, Margret, Theo, Ros, Donna and Dot for hosting the Coffee 
Hours during the past month.  
 
Coffee hour hosts are always needed. If you are able to host any of the coffee hours, 
please sign up on the table in the Fellowship Hall  

mailto:office@immanuelphilly.org
http://www.immanuelphilly.org/
http://www.hillhappenings.org/
mailto:PastorHahnILC@gmail.com
mailto:office@immanuelphilly.org
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CONNECTING WITH GOD
 

Why Wear Red for Pentecost? 
 Sunday, June 4, is the Feast of 

Pentecost. Pentecost is the  day on 

which we remember the story given 

to us in the second chapter of the 

Book of Acts. 
 

– In the Book of Acts, the story is told: 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 

were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly 

there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 

mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 

were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 

tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 

began to speak with other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at 

Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation 

under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, 

the multitude came together, and were confounded, 

because that every man heard them speak in his own 

language. 

So… on The Day of Pentecost in the church year, fifty 
days of Easter and ten days after the Ascension, the 
clergy wear RED vestments to signify the work of the 
Spirit. It is also a custom in many churches for the 
people in the congregation to wear RED on the Day 
of Pentecost as well. We wear RED to remind us of 
the fire of the Spirit.  
 

In addition, a congregation with many dressed 

in RED is colorful. 
 

And perhaps most of all, it is fun. 

 

 
 

PENTECOST 

 

The Spirit of God  

uses the Word of God  

to change the people of God. 
 
 

 
 
Blessing of the quilts, Sunday, April 30, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   At the English Service                                                                           At the German Service 

http://theadvocatechurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Unknown.jpeg
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From Pastor Hahn 

 
My dear church family, 
 
Occasionally someone 
will ask me, “Pastor, 
what are you reading 
these days?” In addition 
to my daily Bible and 
devotional readings, I 
usually attend to two or 
three books. In case you 
are interested, here is 
what I am reading 
currently: 
 

I am finishing the novel, “The Circle” by Dave Eggers. 
It is the story of a young woman who works at a high 
tech company (a fictionalized mixture of Google and 
Microsoft) and experiences a deep inner conflict 
between her ambitions and her idealism as the 
company pushes against privacy and democracy.  
 
“Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 
and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say” was written 
by Adam Hamilton, a prolific writer and the lead 
pastor of a large Methodist church in the Kansas City 
area. As the title indicates, the book deals with 
platitudes, clichés and half truths—simple phrases 
that capture some element of truth and might come 
from the Bible but do not. It is a good reminder that 
what can sound like “common sense” is not 
necessarily “biblical truth.” 

Lyn and I ended our visit to the Franklin Institute in 
Philadelphia with a stop at the gift shop. There, 
inspired by one of the exhibits, I picked up a little 
paperback book entitled “You Are Not So Smart.” 
What persuaded me to purchase the book was its 
intriguing subtitle: “Why You Have Too Many Friends 
on Facebook, Why Your Memory is Mostly Fiction, 
and 46 Other Ways You’re Deluding Yourself.” Its 48 
short but fascinating chapters deal with the many 
ways we lie to ourselves, misperceive the world, and 
usually find what we expect to find. It describes 
concepts like “groupthink,” “confirmation bias,” and 
“self-fulfilling prophecies.” 
 
On my summer reading list are: David McCullough’s 
“The Johnstown Flood,” Allen C. Guelzo’s 
“Gettysburg,” Regina Brett’s “God Never Blinks,” and 
“An American Sickness” by Elisabeth Rosenthal plus 
a couple of novels by John Grisham. 
 
I would love to hear from you what you are reading 
these days. Send an email to me, leave a message on 
the answering machine for me, or put a note in my 
mailbox on the church campus. I will randomly draw 
a winner of a prize from all who respond. 
 
You are in my and Lyn’s prayers. Please keep us in 
yours. 
 

Pastor Hahn 

 
 

 
 
 
 

There is no greater treasure  
than a good friend! 
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“Du siehst mich!” 
 

“You are the God 
who sees me!” 

Vom 24. Bis zum 28. Mai findet in Berlin und 
Wittenberg der Deutsche Kirchentag statt. (Für mehr 
Informationen siehe www.Kirchentag.de). Das 
Thema ist „Du siehst mich!“ (1. Mose 16,13). 
 
Christina Aus der Au, Kirchentagspräsident, hat dazu 
folgende Gedanken festgehalten:  
 
„Du siehst mich“. Du, Gott, siehst mich Mensch. Dies 
ist im 1. Buch Mose die Erkenntnis 
von Hagar, einer jungen Frau auf 
der Flucht. Ihr ist Unrecht 
geschehen. Gott sieht sie. Er sieht 
ihre Situation und gibt Rat. Hagar 
fühlt sich wahrgenommen und 
beachtet. Daraus schöpft sie Kraft. 
 
Angesehen sein, wahrgenommen werden. Diese 
Sehnsucht ist groß…. Die Freude darüber, dass mich 
jemand sieht und sich für mich interessiert, die kennt 
Jede und Jeder. Das verbindet Menschen 
untereinander, egal ob, was oder an wen sie 
glauben.  
 
Der Kirchentag kommt nach Berlin, in diese säkulare 
und zugleich multireligiöse Stadt. Er will sich nicht 
nur auf das Messegelände zurückziehen. Sondern 
seine über 100.000 Teilnehmenden werden in der 
Stadt unterwegs sein, wollen sehen, wahrnehmen 
und fragen: Wer bist du? Was ist dir wichtig? Was 
macht dich aus? 
 
In Berlin ist nichts, was mit Religion zu tun hat, 
selbstverständlich. Deswegen wird der Kirchentag 
fragen: Wie können wir verständlich reden; davon, 
dass wir glauben, dass Gott uns ansieht? Welche 
neue Sprache brauchen wir, um gemeinsam über 
Dinge zu sprechen, die jeden Menschen in seinem 
Innersten bewegen?  

Part congress, part assembly, part public gathering 
with multiple workshops and worship for laity and 
clergy, the theme of the German “Kirchentag” 2017 
(May 24-28) is “You are the God who sees me!” 
(Genesis 16:23). Here are some reflections by 
Christina Aus der Au, president of the 2017 
Kirchentag: 
 
“You are the God who sees me” is Hagar’s faith 

statement in the book of Genesis. She is 
on the run after having suffered an 
injustice. God sees her and her situation. 
God provides wisdom. Hagar feels 
accepted and empowered. 
 
 
 

To be seen, to be noticed is a deep human yearning. 
Everyone knows the deep joy when someone else is 
interested in us, when someone else pays attention 
to us. This yearning brings people together 
regardless of their beliefs and values. 
 
 
The Kirchentag in Berlin takes place in the midst of a 
secular, yet also multi-religious city. Its 100,000 plus 
participants will leave the conference grounds and 
“roam” the city to see, to observe, and to ask 
people, “Who are you? What is important to you? 
What are your values, passions, and commitments? 
 
 
Addressing subjects like religion, faith, or spirituality 
is not easy in a city like Berlin. Precisely for that 
reason, the Kirchentag will explore the question of 
communicating better about our faith and our God 
who sees us. And: what new language allows us to 
speak about that which animates and moves people 
at the core of their being?

 
 

Don't wait for people to be friendly, 
show them how. 

 

~Henry James~ 

http://www.kirchentag.de/
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CONNECTING WITH OTHER PEOPLE
 

Immanuel German School  
 

The May Newsletter contained information regarding our student’s stellar 
performance on the National German Exam sponsored by the American 
Association of Teachers of German and the Awards Ceremony held at the 
Cannstatter Volksfest-Verein. As the Newsletter noted, one of the largest 
contingents of Award recipients was students of the Immanuel German School. 
In addition to all of the bronze, silver, and, especially, gold medals described in 
April, we can now report on several additional honors.  

 
At the April 22rd Ceremony, Dr. Hausman presented the Hans Haug Award for Excellence in German to two 
outstanding students: Pascal Aubert and Greta Karcher. Mr. James Schwartz, President of the International 
German American Police Association presented their award to yet another Immanuel student, Sigrid Turcios-
Wiswe. Many additional students received awards from other organizations as well as the AATG itself. 
 
In addition to the American testing described above and in the May Newsletter, IGS also administers tests given 
under the auspices of the German government. These tests include the German Language Diploma (levels I and II) 
and the International Scholastic Comparative Assessment (levels A1 and A2). Seven of our fifth graders recently 
completed Level A1, and twelve of our seventh graders completed level A2. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our final day of school this year, the annual Abschlussfeier, was on Saturday, May 13. The celebration featured an 
overview of the students’ successes, the presentation of additional awards such as those given by the Consulate 
General in New York, the Wiswe Awards, four awards donated by Immanuel’s German Circle and presented by 
Pastor Hahn, and a full year’s tuition donated by International German American Police Association. Once again, 
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Kalmus and his wife Karin traveled from their home in North Carolina to present the Gerhard 
Kalmus Award. This year’s award went  to Pascal Aubert. All in all, approximately 80 of our outstanding students 
were presented a total of 115 awards. The musical highlights of the celebration were provided by the combined 
classes of Margot Purucker and Karen Eppinger who sang “Grün, Grün, Grün sind alle meine Kleider” and the 
classes of Frau Steves and Frau Dr. Fachin Lucas who sang “Die Affen rasen durch den Wald.” We thank all who 
contributed to the success of this program. 
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IMMANUEL GERMAN SCHOOL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember: 
It is never too late to learn German. Classes resume on Saturday, September 9, 2017.  



 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 
The Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly 
was held on Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6, 
2017 at the Franconia Mennonite Center in 
Telford, PA. Pastor Hahn, Michael Simpson and 
Christine Simpson served as delegates 
representing Immanuel. The theme of the 
assembly was “For Such a Time as This” with the 
topic being Racial Justice. The keynote speaker 
was Judith Roberts, the Director for Racial Justice 
from the ELCA, who did a Power Point 
presentation. The Racial Justice Team from our 
Synod also did an eye opening presentation on 
Saturday. 
 
Elections for Synod Council were held. Pastor 
Hahn was nominated for Synod Council Clergy, 
but missed being elected by only ten votes. 
Immanuel was recognized for its 225th 
Anniversary and was called to the platform for a 
pictures with Bishop Burkat. Immanuel was the 
oldest congregation recognized this year. 
 
At next year’s assembly, we will be electing a new 
Bishop. Bishop Burkat will not be going forward 
for another term. Three teams have been 
established to handle three different aspects of 
this important decision: 

 A Transition Team to develop a Synodical 
Mission Profile. 

 A Discernment Team 

 The Committee on Bishop Elections 
Consider being one of Immanuel’s delegates next 
year and be a part of this important decision. 
Delicious meals are served and there are 
interesting forums you can attend. 

Christine Simpson 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Bible study resumed in May on Wednesdays at  
10:00 AM and 7:00 PM. Join us and bring a friend, 
neighbor, family member or colleague.

 
 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 
 

If you or any member of your family is graduating 
this year, please notify the church office. We will 
be celebrating all graduates on Sunday, June 25. 
 
 
 
 

INDOOR CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Pack up your picnic food donations and bring your 
family and friends! Join us at Immanuel for some 
good old fashioned fellowship and nostalgic fun 

without the heat and sun! 
Music ~ Games ~ Prizes 

 
We hope to see you on Sunday, June 11th 

following the combined 10:30 AM church service. 
Casual attire is preferred. 

 
This is a Potluck picnic!  

If you would like to bring 
a tasty main dish,  

your special side dish, 
fabulous salad or 

delicious dessert, it 
certainly would be 

appreciated!  
Cold drinks and hot dogs will be provided. 

 
Any questions? Please feel free to contact Chris 

Blankenhorn at 215-947-5079. 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 To Pascal for winning the Kalmus Prize of 
the Immanuel German School. (The most 
prestigious prize given out by IGS – See 
photo on page 7) 

 To Robbie for winning a prize for perfect 
attendance at IGS. 

 
 



9 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 

 

 

Aid for Friends’ mission is to serve needy, isolated shut-ins, 
primarily the frail elderly in Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester and 
Delaware Counties with FREE daily meals, delivered weekly 
by volunteers. 
 
The goal is to help the homebound “client/friends” maintain 
their cherished independence by supporting their 
determination to remain in their own homes for as long as 
possible. 
 
Aid for Friends is an interfaith non-profit organization. 
 
Immanuel’s Social Ministry Team is planning to organize a 
group this summer that will go to AFF’s large commercial 
kitchen to prepare dinners. 
 
We also plan to make breakfast bags here at Immanuel, that 
supplement the dinners the isolated homebound receive. 
 
Contact Michele Cook, if you want to make a difference in 
the lives of people in need. 
                          chelecook621@gmail.com 

SOMERTON 

FOOD BANK 
 
 
Somerton Interfaith 
Food Bank provides 

food at no charge to needy families and 
individuals in Northeast Philadelphia and 
Lower Bucks County. After the initial visit, all 
clients must provide a referral from a church, 
synagogue, Salvation Army, social worker, or 
physician to prove that they are in need of 
food. Many of the people are the working 
poor. 
 
The other churches that support the Food 
Bank are: All Saints’ Episcopal - Torresdale, 
St. Andrew’s in the Field Episcopal, Somerton 
Methodist Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran and 
St. Christopher’s Catholic Church. The 
average distribution of food is 300-350 
clients per month. 
 
Since the last newsletter, Immanuel has given 
127 items of food. 
 
 

 
 

God’s Work-Our Hands-Garden 
 

We have begun work on the garden!  
 

In preparation for planting at the end of May: 

 The church landscaper tilled the plot. 

 The soil was tested by Penn State Analytical Services. 

 Nutrients were added to the soil. 
 
 
 

Thank you to our helpers: Elaine, Johann, Lyn, David and Diane. 
 
Please say a prayer for the success of the garden. 
Michele Cook

  
Thrivent gave us a $250 Action Team Grant 

 

mailto:chelecook621@gmail.com
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THANK YOU 
TO: 
 Pascal Aubert (a student of the Immanuel 

German School. He and his parents are friends 
of the congregation and are attending the 
German service) and the Social Ministry Team 
for organizing a benefit concert for the child 
victims of the conflict in Syria. 

 

 Michael Dettra, from Advent Lutheran Church, 
for playing at the Syria benefit concert. 

 

 Christian Education Team for organizing the 
Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

 John Scholtz for tackling the alarm system, 
which has been acting erratically lately. 

 

 The staff, teachers, and volunteers of Immanuel 
German School. 

 

 Pastor Paul Sorcek, Dean of the Lower Bucks 
Conference of the SEPA Synod, for being on call 
for emergencies while Pastor Hahn was away. 

 

 Mrs. Lynn Trombetta from Aid for Friends for 
her enlightening presentation. 

 

 Linda Derr and Ilse Abendroth for conducting 
the services while Pastor was away. 

 

 Everyone who participated in the 40 Days of 
Giving (World Hunger). As of April 30, we have 
collected $2,136.00. 

 
 Everyone who participated in the 50 Days of 

Prayer emphasis between Easter and Pentecost 
Sunday. 

 

 Everyone who has been using the electronic 
giving option through our website or through 
his or her bank. 

 

FROM:  
Pastor Hahn for the wonderful installation 
celebration, the gifts and cards from the 
congregation, and the gift from the Church Family. 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

Success!  
 

People have started using Immanuel’s electronic 
giving program. Members and non-members have 
successfully donated to Immanuel through online 
giving. Members have signed up for weekly 
donations and have donated to 40 Days of Giving 
(World Hunger). We even had a non-member donate 
in memory of a loved one. 
 
Electronic giving has many options: 
 Visit Immanuel’s website, 

www.ImmanuelPhilly.org, click on the “Donate” 
button and follow the onscreen instructions. 
 

 Complete the bank draft authorization form on 
the information table, put it in the attached 
envelope for Elaine Bradley (Financial Secretary) 
and return it to the church office. 
 

 Use your smart phone to scan 
the image you see here using 
your phone’s QR code reader. 

 
 
 

 
 

PHILADELPHIA 

PROTESTANT HOME 
 

The Protestant Home appreciates our donations of 
extra items for their residents. There continues to be 
a need for; 

 tissues,  
 toiletry items such as  

Dove soap, toothpaste, body lotions, 
hand creams, deodorants and shampoo.  

 
You can help by contributing any one of these items. 
There will be a basket in the information room 
where you can leave your donation. All items will be 
greatly appreciated. 

  

http://www.immanuelphilly.org/


11 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

JUNE 2017 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

7:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Class 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

Day of Pentecost 
 

10:30 AM Combined Service  
      with Holy Communion 
 
12:00 Noon  
     Mutual  Ministry Team 
 
 
 

5 

 

 

6 

10 AM: 
Member Care 
Team 
 

11:30 AM: 
Staff meeting 
 

12 noon: 
Worship 
Planning Team 
 

6:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

7 PM: Christian 
Ed. Team 

7 

10:00 AM 
Bible Study 
 
1:30 PM  
Social Ministry Team 
 

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
 

7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

8 

4 PM: Synod 
Council meets at 
Immanuel 
 
7:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Class 
 
  

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Festival of the  
Holy Trinity 

10:30 AM Combined Service 
with Holy Communion 

followed by 
Indoor Church Picnic 

 

DEADLINE FOR 
JULY NEWSLETTER 

12 

7:00 PM 
Congregation 
Council 

13 

6:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

14 

10:00 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
 

7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

15 

7:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Class 
 
 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

Second Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 

Father’s Day 
 

 9:30 AM English Service 
 9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Fellowship 
11:00 AM German Service 
 

3:00 PM German Circle 
                Picnic 

19 

 

20 

6:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

21 

10:00 AM 
Bible Study 
 
11:30 AM 
Frauenverein 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
 

 
 

22 

 
 

23 

 

24 

 

 

25 

Third Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 

Graduate Sunday 
 

 9:30 AM English Service 
 9:30 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Fellowship 
11:00 AM German Service 

26 

 

27 

6:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

28 

10:00 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
 

29 30 

 
 

 


