
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our mission is to connect people, especially adults,  
with God and with other people in order to achieve 

 the highest possible level of the abundant life  
Jesus came to offer. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
  

14100 Worthington Road  
Philadelphia, PA 19116-1406 

Tel.: 215-464-1540 
E-mail: Office@immanuelphilly.org    

  
www.ImmanuelPhilly.org 
www.HillHappenings.org 

 

All summer services 
(starting July 5) will be held 

downstairs in our 
Fellowship Hall  

at 10:15 AM 
 

If you’re unable to join us in-person, you can participate using Zoom.  
Use the link or phone number below to join us! 
 
Zoom link to join from your computer:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88901607206 
 
To listen in by phone, dial the phone number below and you will be asked to enter a meeting 
ID. Enter the code below and make sure you enter the # at the end of the meeting ID. 
 
Phone number to call-in: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID for call-in: 889 0160 7206 # 
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During the month of July, we continue in the season after Pentecost, the longest portion of the 
church year. This is the time of the church that we focus on growing together in the life of the Holy 
Trinity.  This season is sometimes called ordinary time. The color for the season is green, for the season 
of growth. The readings focus on the life of Christ and his church. We hear Jesus teaching his disciples 
and healing the faithful. There are some lesser festivals in this season, and when they fall on a Sunday 
we sometimes observe them. 

Transition Prayer 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for 
holding Immanuel in your arms 
during our transition process. 
Thank you for our call committee, 
and please help them to keep 
looking to you for guidance and 
patience. Help us all to remember 
that God's time is always the right 
time. We pray in your most holy 
name, Amen. 

A word about Mother’s Day, Father's Day, and other national holidays... 
 
As Christians understanding God as our parent, we understand and honor 
parenting in our lives. We also recognize that there are many ways to parent. 
Some folks are parents to biological children. Some folks fill a parenting role. 
Some folks are an alternate parent. We also recognize that many relationships 
are complicated and everyone does not have wonderful relationships with 
parents or parent figures. At Immanuel, we have begun a tradition of recognizing 
all the women on Mother’s Day and all the men on Father’s Day, without singling 
out specifically those who are mothers and fathers. We all have a mother and a 
father biologically, but we ask families to honor parents in whatever way is 
appropriate in your family, and we acknowledge the fact that these holidays may 
not be happy ones for everyone. 
 
The same is true for most national holidays, such as Memorial Day, Veterans’ 
Day, July 4th, etc. We may acknowledge them in worship, but we do not 
necessarily celebrate them in the church. The separation of church and state is a 
fine line, but we do try to honor that tradition in the Lutheran Church.  
 

 
"For I know the plans I 
have for you," declares 
the Lord, "plans to 
prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a 
future."  
 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Notes from Pastor Brown… 
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 SUMMER 

WORSHIP 
Get ready for summer at Immanuel! Beginning 
July 5, we will worship downstairs in our air-
conditioned Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 
10:15 AM. There will be a shorter order of worship 
called Morning Praise. 

On Sunday, July 5, immediately 
following worship, we will have a 
sing-along of patriotic songs in 
honor of the secular holiday of the 
250th anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

Starting July 12, immediately following worship we will stay in 
the social hall and have conversation with a representative from 
one of our partner agencies.  
 
We collect things all year round for different agencies, mostly 
Lutheran, and recently it has been realized that we don't always 
know what these agencies do.  
 
Each Sunday, there will be a different representative to talk with 
us about their organization’s ministry. Yes, there will be coffee 
along with this conversation!  

We need hosts for Coffee and Conversation during the summer! We 
supply the coffee, but we need volunteers to supply the treats. Sign up on 
the calendar in Fellowship Hall.  

In August, we will ask the question: After 50 
years, do Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar 
still have a message for us today? 
 
Join us as we explore this question in a casual 
worship setting. On August 9, bread and wine 
(communion) will be shared with all. 
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How much cereal can a congregation collect, 
if a congregation could collect cereal? 

 
Our summer of cereal continues through the month of July! That’s 
four more Sundays to donate boxes of cereal for Somerton Food Bank 
and Feast of Justice. 
 
With your continued support, we can surpass our minimum goal of 300 
boxes! Thank you to everyone who has donated already. 

In Christian Sympathy 

In living hope of the Resurrection Immanuel sadly announces the death of 
Ruth Kosempel, wife of John Kosempel and mother of Christine Blankenhorn. 
There will be a memorial service at Immanuel on Saturday, July 11, visitation 
from 9:30AM -10:30 AM with a memorial service beginning at 10:30 AM. 
 
Robert W. Snyder Funeral Home, Riegelsville, PA 
https://rwsnyderfuneral.com/localobits.php?obit=RuthKosempel 
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We welcome everyone to a special event 
taking place at Immanuel on Saturday, 
July 25th at 2:00 PM. 
 
Come join us for this free event as we 
celebrate the nation’s 250th Birthday. 
Listen to the 30-piece brass ensemble as 
they pay tribute to American composers, 
singers, songwriters and an opportunity to 
sing along with some of the music! Stay 
afterwards for light refreshments in 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
Admission is free; however, we will be 
collecting a free-will offering to benefit the 
Wing and A Prayer Brass Ensemble 
Scholarship Fund.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at this 
(indoor, air-conditioned) event!  
 

Saturday, August 8th  

from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 

All types of merchandise and treasures for sale! Something for everyone! Plenty of free parking in the 
church parking lot. We encourage shoppers to bring a non-perishable food donation for the local food 
bank. 
 
Enjoy a free cup of coffee while you browse for bargains! Enter our free door prize drawing for a chance to 
win a Gift Card. Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase. 
 
Please check our website for updates: www.Hillhapppenings.org 
 
Interested in being a Seller? Please leave your name and phone number at 
immanuelphilly2023@gmail.com for info. For a $15 Seller donation, we will provide you with a table and 
two chairs. Or call 215-464-1540 and leave a message with your name, phone number and that you are 
interested in yard sale seller information.  
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Sunday Servants 
 

We thank our worship volunteers for the month of July! 
 

Date Greeter 

 

English Reader German Reader Tech Leader 

7/5 Eileen Faries Barbara Krewson George Herrmann 
Mark Potent 

 

7/12 Eileen Faries George Herrmann Barbara Krewson 
Joe Szentjobi 

 

7/19 Eileen Faries Barbara Malek Margret Rommel 
Stewart 

Blankenhorn 
 

7/25 Eileen Faries Ellen Ragan Marianne Haug 
Eric Hansen 

 

 
 

I would like to express our deepest gratitude for all the food and brown 
bags we received on Wednesday, June 17, 2026. 
 
We are truly blessed to have you as partners as we work together to 
provide food and hope to those in our neighborhood who are facing 
food insecurity. 
 
Thank you again for your generosity, kindness, and continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Doreen Conway 
Treasurer 
Somerton Interfaith Food Bank 
 

Thank you to Joe Szentjobi for his Mother’s Day 
contribution. Every woman received a colored rose of 
their choice.  
 
Thank you to Barbara Hannon for her Father’s Day 
contribution. Every man received a card with a $5 
Wawa gift card. 
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 There was a woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal illness and had been given three months 
to live. So as she was getting her things in order, she contacted her pastor and had him come to her 
house to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes. 

She told him which songs she wanted sung at the service, which scriptures she would like read, and 
which outfit she wanted to be buried in. Everything was in order and the pastor was preparing to leave 
when she suddenly remembered something very important to her. 

“There’s one more thing,” she said excitedly. “What’s that?” came the pastor’s reply. “This is very 
important,” the woman continued. “I want to be buried with a fork in my hand.” The pastor stood 
looking at the woman, not knowing quite what to say. “That surprises you, doesn’t it?” the woman 
asked. “Well, to be honest, I’m puzzled by the request,” said the pastor. 

The woman explained. “My grandmother once told me this story, and from that time on, I have always 
tried to pass along its message to those I love and those who are in need of encouragement. In all my 
years of attending socials and dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the main course 
were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork.’ It was my favorite 
part because I knew that something better was coming…like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish 
apple pie. Something wonderful, and with substance!” 

So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder 
“What’s with the fork?” Then I want you to tell them: “Keep your fork…the best is yet to come.” 

The pastor’s eyes welled up with tears of joy as he hugged the woman goodbye. He knew this would be 
one of the last times he would see her before her death. But he also knew that this woman had a better 
grasp of heaven than he did. She had a better grasp of what heaven would be like than many people 
older, with more experience and knowledge. She knew that something better was coming. 

At the funeral, people were walking by the woman’s casket, and they saw the cloak she was wearing 
and the fork placed in her hand. Over and over, the pastor heard the question, “What’s with the fork?” 
And over and over he smiled. 

During his message, the pastor told the people of the conversation he had with the woman shortly 
before she died. He also told them about the fork and about what it symbolized to her. He told the 
people how he could not stop thinking about the fork and told them that they probably would not be 
able to stop thinking about it, either. 

He was right. So the next time you reach down for your fork, let it remind you, ever so gently, that the 
best is yet to come. 

 

KEEP YOUR FORK 
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JULY 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Please note: 

Worship will take place 
downstairs in  

Fellowship Hall  
during July. 
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4 
 

Independence 
Day 

5 
 

10:15 AM  
Morning Praise 

With Holy Communion 
  

 

6 
 

7 
 
7:00 PM 
Socialization 
Ministry 
Team 
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10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

10:15 AM 
Morning Praise 
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10:15 AM  
Morning Praise 
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22 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

2:00 PM 
A Wing and A 
Prayer Brass 
Ensemble 
 

26 
 

10:15 AM  
Morning Praise 

 
 
 
 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

6:30 PM 
Congregation 
Council 

 

30 

 

31 
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