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Holy Week and Easter Services

Come Worship With Us!

Join us for Holy Week Worship as we journey
with Jesus to the cross and beyond.

Palm Sunday—April 13
10:15 AM Worship Service

Maundy Thursday—April 17
12:00 Noon Worship Service

Good Friday—April 18
12:00 Noon Solemn English Worship
3:00 PM Solemn German Worship

Zoom link to join us from your computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88901607206

Easter Sunday—April 20

To listen in by phone, dial the phone 10:15 AM Festival Worship Service
number below and you will be asked to with Holy Communion

enter a meeting ID. Enter the code below
and make sure you enter the # at the end of

the meeting ID Watch the Friday E-news for

other opportunities to worship

Phone number to call-in: 1-646-558-8656 at our sister churches.

Meeting ID for call-in: 889 0160 7206 #
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Transition Update

Our paperwork has been submitted to the synod! Many thanks to our awesome Transition Team: Dave
Brabazon, Alexander Hansen, Janice Murset, Margot Purucker, and John Scholtz for their months of hard
work and dedication in pulling it all together!

What is next? The Council has appointed a
Call Committee: Judy Friedman, Marion Morris,
John Newhouse, Andrea Potent, Heinz
Rauscher, and chaired by Alexander Hansen.
The team will begin meeting immediately to do
prep work and prepare questions for the
candidates. Each month when the Deans meet,
they discuss the candidates they have available
and try to match them with the congregations
whose paperworkis complete.

If there is a possibility for Immanuel, Dean Krause will contact Alexander with the person’s information,
and he will get the ball rolling. Alex will contact the person and set up an interview. After the interview, the
committee will listen to a sermon by the pastor. If the team thinks this person is a good fit, they will
request a second interview. After the second interview, they will either recommend the candidate to the
council or dismiss the candidate. If they recommend the person to the council, the council will go through
the same process with the person. If the Council wants to move forward, they will negotiate salary,
benefits, and ministry priorities, and then schedule a Meet-and-Greet and Congregational Meeting for a
vote. After a positive congregational vote, we cheer and announce it to the world and make plans for the
Pastor’s arrival!

The process is completely confidential. No one in the congregation besides the Call Committee ever
knows the name of any candidate during the process. They are not allowed to talk about candidates with
anyone but each other. This is for the safety and protection of the candidates, the congregation they are
currently serving, and us. The congregation the candidate is currently serving does not know that their
pastor is looking to move. Think about how that knowledge could affect the congregational members.

Because of the confidentiality, Immanuel will get brief updates that are unsatisfying, but what can be
shared. You will know when the Call Committee has a name, and when they don’t, but that is about all.
“The Call Committee has the name of a candidate, and they are moving through the interview process” or
“the Call Committee has dismissed the candidate,” or “The candidate has withdrawn from the process”
is about all you will know at any given time. The Call Committee members have been asked to not even
share information with their family members.

This becomes the hardest time to be patient, because it can be a very short time, or not, and you never
actually know enough about what is happening! Please know that | am not leaving until a person is called,
so at least you already know me and all my quirks! As a congregation, we are asked to keep the team
members and the process in prayer. Remember, God knows what God is doing! We trust the Holy Spirit
that the right person will come along!

If you have questions, or your anxiety gets the better of you, come see me or call me. Thank you for your
patience and love as we continue our transition process.

Blessings,

Pastor Brown
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Notes from Pastor Brown...

A Prayer for Transition

Oh God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
healing us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

/ Pastor Brown would like to thank

\ everyone for the prayers and cards

/ during her recent hospitalization and
(“)E Ww'

/// after her sister died.

Liturgical Season Explanation

The week before Easter is called Holy Week. Our Lenten preparation and
repentance deepens as we focus on the events of Jesus' life from his
entrance into Jerusalem until his death on the cross and burial in the garden tomb.

Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week, commemorates the triumphal entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem. Some congregations read the complete account of Jesus' passion, and those
congregations also commemorate this Sunday as Passion Sunday.

On Maundy (Holy) Thursday, the Church gives thanks to Jesus for the institution of His Supper. The
Holy Thursday service concludes with the stripping of the altar, reminding us of how Jesus was
stripped and beaten before His crucifixion. It also prepares us for the solemnity of Good Friday.

Good Friday is the most solemn of all days in the Christian church year, yet a note of joy remains as
the title of the day indicates. On Good Friday, as we remember that on account of our sin Jesus was
crucified and died, we give joyful thanks to God that all sin and God's wrath over sin falls on Jesus
and not on us, and that by his grace we receive the benefit of this most sacrificial act.

Easter is not merely a one-day celebration, but a fifty-day season from the day of the
Resurrection of our Lord to the day of Pentecost. This extended season--one seventh of the year--is
a victorious celebration, a time for all Christians to proclaim .
boldly their faith in a risen and victorious Savior. Easter is the
richest and most lavishly celebrated festival of the Church year,
celebrating the most important event of the year,

the Resurrection of Christ. The joyous and celebratory

tone continues throughout the Sundays of the Easter season.
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Why is April so
clean?

What goes up
when the rain

comes down?

Because April
showers.

Umbrellas.

The Education Ministry, working with i !

the Wellness Ministry, hasarranged i | At the beginning of the Lenten season, we invited you to |
with Erich Wetzel from Wetzeland i 1 et 3 goal for your giving to ELCA World Hunger. ;
Son Funeral Home to come to | .
Immanuel on Thursday, April 3 | Nowis the time to make your contribution. Drop your ;
at 1:00 PM to discuss various i | donation in the offering plate or mail it to the church
funeral/burial programs, such as . office. Remember to note that your gift is for ELCA !

prepaid burial funds. World Hunger. 1

“If you offer Please continue to bring
your food to donathns of .
nonperishable food items
W Sm the hungry and with you to worship and
satisfy the needs events at Immanuel.
: of the afflicted,
Coffee, tea, and a light snack will be then your light Mor.e and rT\orle familie;,
provided. If you are interested in : are increasingly in neea.
attending this seminar and wish to shalidse la the The Somerton Food Bank
bring a friend(s), please contact darkness and relies on the support of
David Brabazon and leave a your gloom be private contributions.
message with your name, phone like the noonday" .
number and the number of people (Isaiah 58:10). We appreciate your

who will be attending this event. generosity.
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We are going out to lunch! All are welcome. We
will be going to the Asian Taste Inn on County

April 10 Line Road, please let Donna Day know by
12:00 Noon April 6th if you will be attending.

Thursday,

https://asian-taste-inn.menu-world.com/menu

Please mark your calendar for Immanuel’s Annual Easter Event.

On Saturday, April 19, we will gather on Immanuel’s campus to

celebrate Easter with the children of the community. Saturday, April 19
b

Easter Event

There will be a presentation from Pastor Brown, a craft for the 1:00-2:30 PM
kids and it will end with a traditional Easter Egg Hunt. There will
also be a visit from the Easter Bunny!

Invite your nieces, nephews and grandchildren. Please RSVP via
our website or call the church office and leave your name and the
number of children attending. This is a free community event;
however, we are asking for a donation of a nonperishable food
item for the local food bank.

Feel free to contact Marion Morris if you have any questions.

Helpers needed! On Palm Sunday, we will be filling the Easter Eggs for
our annual Easter Egg Hunt. This will take place during coffee hour and
will only take about 15 minutes to complete. The eggs and candies will
be provided.

Everyone is invited! Join us for a morning of fun and fellowship.

If you wish to learn to knit or crochet, we can teach you. We'll
provide all the needed supplies.

If you have made any blankets, please bring them. We will be able
to sew on a Linus label. A selection of yarn will be available for
anyone wishing to knit or crochet a blanket.

Saturday, April 26
10:00 AM -12:00 Noon Any questions — contact Barbara Hannon or Alma Dallas.
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Fastnacht

On Tuesday, March 4th, we
celebrated Fastnachtin our
Fellowship Halll There were 25
people who enjoyed a light lunch
of ham and cheese sandwiches,
followed by a film about
European Easter Celebrations.
There were Fastnacht donuts
from Hutchinson’s Bakery. Three
rounds of Bingo were also
played. Thankyou for
participating!

Girl Scout Cookies

Thank you, thank you, thank you
from all the scout troops who
meet regularly at Immanuel! The
scouts sold cookies three
Sundays during Coffee Hour.
The sales were phenomenal!
190 boxes were purchased by
our congregation members.
Your participation was greatly
appreciated. Thank you again!

St. Patrick’s Day
Coffee Hour

We hope you enjoyed the
“green” themed snacks that
were provided to you during the
March 16" coffee hour that were
provided by the Socialization
Ministry Team!
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Ladies Tea
May 17

Mark your Calendars!
Save the date!
Saturday May 17
From 1:00 - 4:00 PM
we are having a “Ladies Tea.”

We are busy planning — more
information will be coming —
keep looking for details!

Thank you for your generous gift
of $900.00 to the ministries of the
ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts.

Your Good Gift is a very good gift
indeed...You equip God’s
people—around the world and
around the corner—with what
they need to live abundant lives.

With gratitude,
Rachel Wind
Executive for Development

pMANY PULPITS, ONE CHURCH

PR. NATHAN KRAUSE
ASCENSION, WASHINGTON CROSSING

PR. KATHERINE CARTWRIGHT KNODEL PR. MAEVE SCHURZ
ST. JOHN'S, HATBORO REDEEMER, JAMISON

-+

!

PR. MUKESH CHEEDIE PR. BRANDI HEBERT
ST. STEPHEN'S, FEASTERVILLE GOOD SHEPHERD, SOUTHAMPTON

On Sunday, March 16, pastors in our Lower Bucks Conference participated in a pulpit swap.

Check out the photos of the pastors with the churches they visited!

PR. MATTHEW OLLIKAINEN
REDEEMER, PENNDEL

© Church Office
& sanctua”

-l

PR. BO BANNISTER PR. SANDRA BROWN
GOD'S LOVE, NEWTOWN ADVENT, RICHBORO

PR. KAYLA HOPGOOD PR. MILES HOPGOOD
RESURRECTION, YARDLEY IMMANUEL, SOMERTON



APRIL 2025

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 2 3 4 5
1:30 PM 10:30 AM 1:00 PM 9:30 AM
Supportive Bible Study Wetzel Immanuel
Service Presentation German
Ministry 11:30 AM School
Lenten Meditation
7:00 PM and Light Lunch
Socialization
Ministry 7:00 PM
Zoom Lenten
Meditation
7:00 PM
Girl Scouts
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
5th Sunday in Lent 10:30 AM 9:30 AM
Bible Study Immanuel
. . . German
ey Sevee
y Lenten Meditation
and Light Lunch
7:00 PM
Zoom Lenten
Meditation
7:00 PM
Girl Scouts
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday of the Passion/ Maundy Good Friday | -
Palm Sunday No Bible Study Thursday 1:00 PM
12:00 Noon Easter Egg
. i Hunt Event
10:15 AM Worship Service 12:00 Noon Solemn English
P 7:.00 PM Worship Service Worship
Girl Scouts with Holy
Communion 3:00 PM No German
Solemn German | School
Worship
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Easter Su nday 10:30 AM 9:30 AM
Bible Study Immanuel
. . . German
10:15 AM F(_estlva_l Worship 6:30 PM School
Service With . . .
Holy Communion 7:00 PM Council Meeting
Finance 10:00 AM
Ministry 7:00 PM Project Linus
Girl Scouts
27 28 29 30
2"4 Sunday of Easter 10:30 AM
Bible Study
10:15 AM Worship Service
7:00 PM
Girl Scouts
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