
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to connect people, especially adults,  
with God and with other people in order to achieve 

 the highest possible level of the abundant life  
Jesus came to offer. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
  

14100 Worthington Road  
Philadelphia, PA 19116-1406 

Tel.: 215-464-1540 
E-mail: Office@immanuelphilly.org    

  
www.ImmanuelPhilly.org 
www.HillHappenings.org 

 

December 2025 

Newsletter 

 

Sunday, December 7 - Second Sunday of Advent 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

Sunday December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent 

10:15 AM Worship Service 

Congregational Christmas Pageant during worship. 

All are welcome to participate! 
 

Sunday, December 21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM German Christmas Eve Worship 

6:00 PM English Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Thursday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

10:15 AM Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 28 

10:15 AM Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

Join us on Zoom for worship! 
 
Link to join from your computer:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88901607206 
 
To join our worship service and listen in by phone,  
dial the phone number below and you will be asked to enter a meeting ID.  
Enter the code below and make sure you enter the # at the end of the meeting ID 
Phone number to call-in: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID for call-in: 889 0160 7206 # 
 

mailto:Office@immanuelphilly.org
http://www.immanuelphilly.org/
http://www.hillhappenings.org/
https://immanuelphilly.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ecd749e7f3a34f11cec54d68&id=4fd7163c04&e=7a5d04131d
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Notes from Pastor Brown… 

After over fifty years of serving Immanuel, Jim Clements is scaling back 
from his church duties. He will no longer be involved in the week to week 
planning of worship and running the livestream. He promised he will still 
occasionally pull together our Ringers and Singers.  
 
We are so appreciative of all the ways Jim had been serving the church. 
He will still be present but will be enjoying just worshipping in the pew! 
 
Would you like to help with managing the live stream on Sundays? Let 
Pastor Brown know.  
 

Transition Update 
 
As of this writing, our Call Committee does not have a 
candidate in the interview process. Of course, this 
could change at any moment!  We will continue 
through December with Pastor Brown leading worship 
every other Sunday at Immanuel, and if necessary, the 
Church Council will determine how to proceed in 
January. Please continue to pray for our Call 
Committee and our congregation. 
 
Prayer for our time of transition: 
Oh God, you have called your servants to ventures of 
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go 
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 
only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Back by popular demand on December 14 
during worship, our NO REHEARSAL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM! Whatever character 
you have always wanted to be in the Christmas 
pageant, from Mary to a wise person, to an 
angel, to a sheep, you can be in this pageant! No 
experience necessary! You don't want to miss it! 
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Upcoming concerts at  
Emmaus Road Lutheran Church,  
2185 Bristol Oxford Valley Road, Levittown: 
 
Celtic Christmas Celebration 
with Charlie Zahm 
Friday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission: $25  
 
An Evening of Christmas Music 
featuring A Wing and a Prayer Brass 
Ensemble 
Sunday, December 7 at 7 p.m. 
Admission: A donation to the Youth 
Scholarship Fund 
 
A Candlelight Christmas Concert 
featuring The Acclamation Bell Ringers 
Sunday, December 14 at 7 p.m. 
 



 

 
 

We are now in the season of 

Advent.  

 

This is the first season of the 

church year, a four-week 

period of preparation before 

Christmas. The story of Jesus 

during Advent is the story of 

hope coming into the world. 

When the time was right, God 

sent his son, Jesus, to live with 

us as a human. The Advent 

season teaches us to prepare 

to receive Jesus, the hope of 

the world. 

 

The color for Advent is blue, 

which symbolizes anticipation 

of our coming King. Violet is 

also sometimes used during 

Advent as a symbol of our 

repentance and preparation as 

we wait for our Savior. We use 

an Advent wreath to mark the 

season. The wreath has four 

candles, one for each week. As 

these candles are lit each 

week, our anticipation mounts 

as we look forward to Jesus’ 

coming. 
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Beware of scam emails that look like they come from 
Pastor Brown or a church council member. If Pastor Brown 
sends something, she always ends with "Blessings".  Also, 
if an email does not greet you by name, it is probably not 
from a council member or the pastor. None of us would 
ever ask for gift cards in an email. When in doubt,  
check with the person who supposedly sent it. 

Immanuel German 

School News 

Diplomfeier (Diploma Celebration) at the 
German Consulate, New York 

 
The German Language Diploma (Deutsche Sprachdiplom) is 
quite a prestigious award, and the exam, which takes place 
over two days, assess listening and reading comprehension 
as well as spoken and written communication skills. Unlike 
most American exams, the four sections are not averaged 
together: students must be proficient in all four language 
skills in order to achieve the diploma.  
 
 

 
 

December 6: Nikolaustag 
December 20: Weihnachtsprogramm 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

ELCA Good Gifts are a creative, meaningful way to support the ministries of the 
ELCA that mean the most to you and your loved ones. These gifts are real 
examples from projects currently supported through ELCA churchwide ministries. 
 
The animals of God’s Global Barnyard are among some of the most popular gifts, 
but there are many more choices! Downstairs in Fellowship Hall will be a 
Christmas tree decorated with Good Gifts ornaments. 
 
Select an ornament from the tree and/or fill out an order form. Orders (with 
payment) may be placed in the offering plate, returned to the church office, or 
given directly to Barbara Hannon. 
 
Questions? Contact Barbara Hannon  
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ELCA’s 

Good 

Gifts 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Flowers Fund 
 
This year, we will adorn our worship space for 
the Christmas season.  
 
If you wish to donate to our Christmas Flowers 
Fund as a memorial or in honor of family or 
friends, please complete the form available 
on the church campus by December 14. 
Return it, along with a donation amount of 
your choosing, by mail to the church office or 
drop in the offering plate on Sunday. A 
dedication list will be available at our 
Christmas services. 
 

In lieu of sending individual Christmas cards to 
friends and members of our church this year, please 
consider donating to a single card to our 
congregation. Your donation will be used to support 
the mission of Immanuel here on our campus and in 
our community. Any amount you wish to donate will 
be appreciated. 
 
Please specify the name(s) you want listed on the 
card. Place your donation in the offering plate or 
send it to the church office by December 14. The 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Christmas Card will be 
available at our Christmas services.  
 
 
 

Congregational Advent Celebration 

Sunday, December 14 

 Please join us on Sunday, December 14th for our Congregational Advent Celebration following our worship 
service at 10:15 AM. We invite you to the Fellowship Hall for our potluck luncheon, along with a short 
program, as we enjoy sharing an afternoon of fellowship with friends at Christmas. Invite your family or a 
friend, as all are welcome! Please make sure that you fill out an RSVP, letting us know how many people 
will be joining us for this event. 
 
To make the potluck luncheon successful, we ask you to consider making a food donation, perhaps a 
main dish, side dish or a dessert. If you would rather not prepare food, you might offer to make a financial 
contribution.   
 
There will be an RSVP sheet available at church or call the office (215-464-1540) to let us know if you are 
attending, how many people will be attending, what food item(s) you would like to donate, or if you would 
like to offer to be a cleanup volunteer. If you require transportation, please call the church office so 
arrangements can be made. 
 

Christmas is almost here, and we would like to show our appreciation to the four employees who  
serve our church all year long. We are collecting cash only donations as their Christmas gift.  
Every contribution, big or small, will make a difference. If you’d like to help with a contribution,  
just drop your donation in an envelope labeled “Staff Christmas Gift” and bring it to church and  
place it in the offering plate by December 21st. Your generosity will help us express our gratitude for their 
faithful service and bless them during this special season. Thank you! 
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Our annual Bingo community event was held on Saturday, November 8th from 12:00 Noon until 
3:00 PM. We had 113 attendees attend this event! The generosity of food items, as well as 
monetary donations, for our local food bank were greatly appreciated. The Socialization Ministry 
was grateful for all the gift cards and gift basket items that were donated. We thank everyone who 
attended and made this event a success!  
 

Huntingdon Pike (Route 
232) was renamed in the 
Borough of Rockledge in 
honor of Helmut Boehm. 
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Sunday Servants 
 

We thank our worship volunteers for the month of December! 
 

Date Greeter English Reader German Reader 

12/7 Klaus & Gisela Bernhardt 
 

Barbara Malek Margret Rommel 

12/14 John & Joanne Newhouse 
 

Barbara Krewson Marianne Haug 

12/21 Marion Morris &  
Brynn Kosty 

Melissa DeVaughn Klaus Bernhardt 

12/28 Ellen Ragan 
 

Andrea Potent Margot Purucker 

 
Want to volunteer? Contact Sylvia Hansen (Greeters), Gale Zimmerman (English Readers), 

or Klaus Bernhardt (German Readers). 



 

 

DECEMBER 2025 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
1 
 

 

2 
 
1:30 PM 
Member Care 
Ministry Team 
 
7:00PM  
Socialization 
Ministry 
Team 
 

3 
 

 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 
 
 

7 

 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

 
 

8 
 

9 10 
 
 
 

7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 

14 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

Congregational Advent   
Celebration  

 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

6:30 PM 
Congregation 
Council 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 

21 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

Christmas 
Eve 

 
4:00 PM 
German 
Worship 
Service 

 
6:00 PM 
English 
Worship 
Service 

 

25 
 

Christmas 
Day 

 
10:15 AM 
Worship 

Service with 
Holy 

Communion 

26 27 

28 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service of 
Lessons and Carols 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
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Preacher for the Christmas Eve 
German Service is 

The Rev. John Hoffmeyer, 
professor at  

United Lutheran Seminary. 


