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Newsletter 

 

Our mission is to connect people, especially adults,  
with God and with other people in order to achieve 

 the highest possible level of the abundant life  
Jesus came to offer. 

 

Notes from Pastor Brown… 

Thanks to the many hands who have placed poinsettias, candles, nativity sets, wreaths, and 
everything else you see. Thanks to all who donated flowers. Thanks to all who have been 
participating in worship, either in person or online. Thanks to all who were brave enough to be a 
character in our Christmas program. Thanks to all who assisted with the Christmas luncheon, 
and to all who donated food. Thanks to the ringers and singers for enhancing our worship 
services. Thanks to those who put together the bulletins and print and collate them. Thanks to the 
readers and ushers and greeters. Thanks to George for being our faithful volunteer organist each 
week, and to Carrie for making sure we always have up-to-date announcements. It takes a crowd 
to make sure things run smoothly!  
 
THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! 
 

Do you love coming 
into our sanctuary at 
this time of year?  
 
It does not beautify 
itself!  
 

mailto:Office@immanuelphilly.org
http://www.immanuelphilly.org/
http://www.hillhappenings.org/


 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Transition Update: 
The Transition Team is hard at work completing our paperwork for the Synod. 
We hope to be able to turn in everything by mid-January, and at that time, we 
will update everyone on the next steps. 
 

Pastor Brown would like to thank everyone for the beautiful Christmas cards and gifts, 
and especially for the very generous congregational gift! 
 

Poinsettia deliveries were made to the Homebound the 
weekend before Christmas.  All were happy to see us 
and know that the church remembered them. 

The Super Bowl: NFC VS AFC 
 

THE SOUPER BOWL:  
IMMANUEL VS ??????? 

 
WILL WE WIN THE BATTLE OF THE 

SOUP OR HAVE SOUP ON OUR 
FACE??? 

 
Get your soup cans ready for the 

contest. More details to come later 
this month! 

News 

You 

Can 

Use 

Immanuel has an immediate, part time opening for an 
Organist/Accompanist.   
 
We are looking for a person with the ability to play a 24 
rank pipe organ with digital choir and bass sections, a 
Steinway grand piano and electronic keyboard for 
Sunday worship service as well as seasonal weekday 
worship. Familiarity with the German language is a plus 
but not a requirement. The position is per diem and 
would require 6 hours per month; but can vary 
depending on Church season. This position can grow 
according to skills and passion of the individual and the 
needs of the congregation.   
 
Resumes should be forwarded to 
m.k.morris@comcast.net 
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We both would like to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thank you all for the gift! 
 
-Mary and Anthony Borneo (Sextons) 
 

mailto:m.k.morris@comcast.net


 
 

 
 
 
  

Join us in January 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Our first Adult Sunday School class will be held on 
Sunday, January 19 following worship instead of 
the usual coffee and conversation time. 
 
We will watch and discuss part 1 of "The Cotton 
Patch Gospel" presented as a one-man musical 
by Phillip Kaufmann, music and lyrics by Harry 
Chapin, book by Tom Key & Russell Trez. 
 
It is the greatest story ever told in southern gospel 
style. Coffee and a light lunch will be provided to 
all who attend. Part 2 will be presented in 
February. 
 

Bible Study 

Bible study resumes on  Wednesday, 
January 22 at 10:30 AM in the parlor (and on 
Zoom) and at 7:00 PM on Zoom only. 
 
We begin the study of the book of the Acts of 
the Apostles and the spread of the early 
church throughout the Roman Empire. 
Please join us in the parlor or on Zoom for this 
engaging study of the Bible. 
 

Zoom link to join from your computer: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88901607206 
 
Phone number to call-in: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID for call-in: 889 0160 7206 # 
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Ilse Abendroth 
Klaus and Gisela Bernhardt 

Stewart & Christine Blankenhorn 
Michele Cook 

Paul and Alma Dallas 
Ron and Eileen Faries 

Judy Friedman 
Barbara Hannon 

Eric, Slyvia & Alexander Hansen 
Marianne and Dorthea Haug 

George C. Herrmann 
Margot Purucker 
Heinz Rauscher 

Margret Rommel 
Theo and Rosi Sawadski 

Betty Sim 
The Szentjobi Family 

Darlene Thurnau 
Gale and Fred Zimmerman 

Liturgical Seasons for 
December and January 

 
The Christmas Season technically begins with 
Evening Prayer (around 7 p.m.) on Christmas 
Eve, and ends midday on January 5, the 
twelve days of Christmas. The color for the 
season is white, symbolizing the divinity, 
eternity, light, and joy of Jesus Christ.  The 
Festival of the Naming of Jesus occurs on 
January 1, and depending on the day of the 
week on which Christmas falls, there may be 
only one or two Sundays of the season. It is 
the shortest season of the Church year, but 
the one in which we have the most beloved 
hymns. 

 

 

 

 

Immediately following the Christmas season, 
we enter into the season of Epiphany. 
Epiphany is one of the oldest seasons in the 
Christian Church year, second only to the 
Easter season. This season of lights 
emphasizes Jesus’ manifestation (or 
epiphany, from the Greek epiphaneia) as 
God and human. When the Gentile Magi 
come to worship Jesus, they show that 
everyone now has access to God. All people, 
Jew and Gentile, can come to God’s temple 
to worship, because Jesus is the new temple. 

There may be as many as nine Sundays in 
the Epiphany season, depending on the date 
of Easter. There are three feast days in this 
season, the day of Epiphany, the Baptism of 
our Lord, and the Transfiguration, and the 
liturgical color is white for those days. For 
the rest of the Sundays in the season the 
color is green, symbolizing the growth of 
Jesus’ ministry, the focus of the lessons on 
those Sundays. 

 

May you be blessed with 
the spirit of Christmas, 

which is peace, 
 

the gladness of Christmas, 
which is hope, 

 
and the heart of Christmas, 

which is love. 
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Honeybees: 
Support farmers and healthy 
honeybee colonies with this buzz-
worthy gift. Honeybees provide honey 
to eat, beeswax that allows a farmer 
to start a small business selling their 
products, and a boost to crop growth 
by pollinating plants everywhere they 
go. 
 
Feed 10 people at a soup kitchen: 
Millions of Americans struggle to get 
enough to eat. Whether people are 
looking for refuge from the streets or 
a little extra help to get by, a warm 
meal and a seat at the table can go a 
long way. 
 
 

I just wanted to write a note to thank you so 
much for your generous donation of food. We 
provide bags of food for residents in 6 zip codes 
who face food insecurity. We couldn’t do what 
we do without the support of churches, 
businesses, schools and individual donors. 
 
God Bless you all for your continued support and 
Barbara Hannon for coordinating and 
organizing the donations. 
 
Merry Christmas. 
 
Doreen Conway 
Volunteer – Somerton Interfaith Food Bank 
 

Somerton Food Bank 

During the month of January, please 
continue to support our local food bank by 
bringing donations to worship to Sunday. 
 
Our last donation, on December 12, once 
again filled the volunteers’ truck bed! Thank 
you to all who contributed. 
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We thank our 51 members 
and friends who joined us at 
our Congregational Advent 
Celebration on Sunday, 
December 15th.  
 
The variety of food donations 
for our potluck luncheon were 
delicious. A short video 
program along with the 
singing was enjoyed by all as 
we shared an afternoon of 
fellowship! We also thank all 
who made a financial 
contribution. 

No-Rehearsal Christmas Program and 
Congregational Advent Celebration 



 

 
 

 
  

1 Corinthians 13: A Christmas Version 

 
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid 
bows, strands of twinkling lights, and shiny 
balls, but do not show love to my family, I am 
just another decorator. If I slave away in the 
kitchen baking dozens of Christmas cookies, 
preparing gourmet meals, and arranging a 
beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do 
not show love to my family, I am just another 
cook. If I work in the soup kitchen, carol in the 
nursing home, and give all that I have to 
charity, but do not show love to my family, it 
profits me nothing.  If I trim the spruce with 
shimmering angels and crocheted 
snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday 
parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata, but do 
not focus on those I love the most, I have 
missed the point. 
 
 

In other words... 
Love stops the cooking to hug a child. 
Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the 
spouse. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. 
Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has 
coordinated Christmas china and table linens. 
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the 
way, but is thankful they are there to be in the 
way. 
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to 
give in return, but rejoices in giving to those who 
can’t. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails. 
Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be 
lost, golf clubs will rust. 
But the gift of love will endure. 
 
--Karl Barth 
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A Reading from Genesis and John: 
 

 
In the beginning was the Word,  

In the beginning when God began to create the heavens and the earth,  
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
    the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep  
    while a spirit from God swept over the face of the waters.  
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being.  
       Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
       And God saw that the light was good.  
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
   Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
   likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
   the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 
   of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
   So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
    them; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth  
       God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  
From the fullness of the Word made flesh we have all received grace upon grace. 
 

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
 

In living hope of the Resurrection to eternal life, 
Immanuel sadly announces the November 27 

death of Gertrude Aughenbaugh.  
 

In living hope of the Resurrection to eternal life, 
Immanuel sadly announces the December 29 
passing of Jim Scheidt, brother of Sally Sears 
and uncle of Diana Sears. 
 

Eternal rest grant 
them, oh Lord, and 
may light perpetual 
shine on them.  
 
May they rest in 
peace and rise in 
power and glory. 
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JANUARY 2025 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 

 
 

1 
 

New Year’s 
Day 

2 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School 
 

5 
 

Epiphany Sunday 
    
  10:15 AM Worship Service 

with Holy Communion 

6 
 

7 
 
1:30 PM 
Supportive 
Service to 
Home and 
Facility Bound 
Ministry Team 
 
7:00PM  
Socialization 
Ministry 
Team 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 

 

12 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

13 
 

 
 

14 
 

15 
 

 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

16 
 
 

17 
 

 
 
 

18 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  

 

19 
 

Second Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

 
 

Adult Sunday School 

20 
 

Martin 
Luther 

King Jr. 
Holiday 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

23 24 
 

 

25 
 
9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  

 

26 
 

Third Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

 

 
Congregation Council 

Meeting 

27 
 

28 29 
 
10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

 

30 31  
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