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Sundays in July 
10:15 AM Combined Service 

 
Each service will contain selections in 

English and German. 
 

Learn more about our summer worship 
series on page 8. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

From President Blankenhorn: 
 

Greetings! I trust you have received the letter dated 
June 17th from Christel Birgel and me, informing the 
congregation of Pastor Hahn’s Sabbatical in the 
months of July and August. During his Sabbatical, 
Pastor Hahn will be spending time reading, 
completing a couple of projects, learning new skills, 
and recharging his spiritual batteries.  
 

But this Sabbatical time is not only about renewal 
and study for Pastor Hahn. It is also about rest and 
renewal for the congregation as we will focus on 
worship and fellowship, reduce meetings, limit 
projects, and not engage in any major emphases. In 
other words, this is not simply something for  
Pastor Hahn, this is something for the whole 
congregation! 
 

When Pastor Hahn accepted Immanuel’s call, a 
Sabbatical after five years of service was negotiated 
into Pastor’s Compensation Package. During the 
Sabbatical, Pastor Hahn will not be available via 
phone calls, texts, or emails. Please refrain from 
contacting Pastor between Friday, July 1 and 
Wednesday, August 31. 
 

We have worked to ensure everything is covered for 
our liturgical life together. If there is a building 
emergency or pastoral care emergency (death or 
hospitalization), please contact me. 
 

A rested congregation and a refreshed pastor 
promise to be a good foundation for ministry and 
mission in the Fall and beyond.  – Chris 
 

From Pastor Hahn: 
 

My dear Immanuel church family, 
 

Perhaps you saw or read them, too: Interviews with 
the CEOs of leading hotel chains and the major 
airlines.  
 

Despite some variation on the details, the interviews 
shared one underlying theme: this summer will be 
one very special summer. Demand for airplane seats 
and for hotel rooms is exceeding expectations—and 
this in an environment where things cost more. It 
seems that people are ready for some kind of change 
this summer, at the very least a change of scenery. 
 

Summer at Immanuel will see a few changes, too. 
Many of you commented after the combined,  
bi-lingual Pentecost Sunday how nice it was to see a 
crowd at worship (62 in the building plus another 14 
households online or on the telephone) from both the 
English and the German service, and how nice it was 
to have treats and fellowship afterwards. 
 

This opportunity to mingle in worship and for 
fellowship will return for July and August. Members 
and friends of Immanuel will gather for a combined 
worship service at 10:15 AM which will feature 
worship elements from both German and English. 
Assuming there will be members and friends willing to 
serve as fellowship hosts—and I am optimistic about 
that—the fellowship hour will be a weekly feature, 
too. 
 

Furthermore, each month you will be able to enjoy a 
series of very practical messages for your life and 
faith. The topic in July will be: “Living the Life of Faith 
in a Show Me World.”  (For details, see page 8.) You 
will be blessed to have some of these inspiring 
messages come to you from wonderful guest 
preachers who will also preside at Holy Communion 
on July 17 and 31. 
 
I will be away on “Sabbatical Leave” in July and 
August. I ask your prayers as I pursue the projects the 
council has tasked me with and as I seek to recharge 
my spiritual and professional batteries.  
 

Meanwhile, I ask you to do the best you can do be 
supportive of the Congregation Council (especially 
President Christine Blankenhorn and Vice President 
Christel Birgel), to be dedicated to weekly worship, to 
be generous in giving, and to be steadfast in prayer. 
 

God’s Peace, 
Pastor Hahn 
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Fast 200 Menschen in der Weser getauft 
 
Die christlichen Kirchen in Bremerhaven haben im 
Juni zwei große ökumenisches Tauffeste unter freiem 
Himmel an der Weser gefeiert. Nach einem Open-Air-
Gottesdienst im Weserstrandbad bekamen nach 
Angaben der Organisatoren fast 200 Täuflinge mit 
Flusswasser den Segen Gottes, darunter Babys, Kinder, 
Jugendliche und Erwachsene.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planungen gemacht. "Jetzt holen wir das nach", sagte 
der 27-Jährige und schaute beglückt auf die 
Festszenerie am Weserstrand. 
 
„Wir erleben, dass die Taufe unter freiem Himmel 
vielen Menschen ganz unmittelbar den Horizont öffnet 
für das Geschenk dieses Sakraments, für Gottes 
Lebensbegleitung", sagt der hannoversche 
Landesbischof Ralf Meister. Die wachsende Zahl 
derartiger Tauffeste bestätigt ihn, im Sommer zieht es 
Taufgesellschaften in ganz Deutschland mit oft 
Hunderten von Gästen immer öfter ans Wasser. Die 
einen fasziniert der Ort, andere eine Party-stimmung, 
die sie sonst in der Kirche vermissen. 
 
Die Feste lehnen sich theologisch an die biblisch 
überlieferte Taufe Jesu im Jordan an. Alleine in 
Niedersachsen und Bremen planen evangelische 
Gemeinden 50 große Tauffeste an besonderen Orten, 
wie eine Umfrage des Evangelischen Pressedienstes 
(epd) unter den Landeskirchen ergab. Getauft wird an 
Flüssen und Seen, im Meer, an Brunnen und in 
Schwimmbädern, in Parks oder im Wald. Oft wird 
dabei Wasser aus der Natur verwendet.  
 

[Mehr bei evangelisch.de] 
 
 

 

  
Almost 200 Persons Baptized in a River 
in Northern Germany 
 
Twice in June, the Christian churches in the 
city of Bremerhaven gathered at the Weser 
River for an ecumenical baptism event. After 
an outdoor worship near the river, about 200 
persons including infants, children, youth, and 
adults were baptized with river water. 
 
                                       Among them were  
                                       Emma-Rose (age 2) and 
                                       her parents, Alexander  
                                       and Carol, who were  
                                       excited about the  
                                       special setting and the  
                                       traditional baptismal  
                                       rite. They had planned 
                                       to have baptism right  
                                       after the child’s birth, 
                                       but Corona interfered. 
                                       “Now we get to do it,” 
said the dad (age 27) as he enjoyed the festive 
atmosphere at the river’s edge. 
 
“We find that outdoor baptisms offer new 
possibilities for people to access the meaning 
of this sacramental gift from God,” says Ralf 
Meister, Bishop of the Hannover Synod. The 
growing number of such events seems to 
prove him right. During the summer months, 
more and more outdoor baptisms at the 
shores of various rivers take place all over 
Germany. Some people are fascinated by the 
location, others enjoy the festive, party-like 
feeling that is often missing at church events. 
 
The theological roots of these celebrations are 
in the biblical narrative of Jesus’ baptism in 
the river Jordan. According to a survey, more 
than 50 congregations in the states of Lower 
Saxony and Bremen are planning special 
outdoor baptism events in 2022. The locations 
include rivers, lakes, the North Sea, wells, 
public pools and public parks or forests. 
Often, water from natural source is used. 

Unter ihnen waren auch 
Alexander Pröhl und Carol 
Mertins mit ihrer zwei-jährigen 
Tochter Emma-Rose. Sie seien 
von der besonderen 
Atmosphäre und der tradi-
tionellen Art der Taufe 
begeistert, berichtete Papa 
Pröhl. Eigentlich habe das Kind 
schon gleich nach der Geburt 
getauft werden sollen, doch 
Corona habe der Familie einen 
Strich durch die  
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125 children, youth, and adults—about one third of them members and friends of Immanuel—gathered in the 
afternoon of June 12 on the Immanuel campus to pray for peace in Ukraine. 
 
Attendees and participants at this Ecumenical event represented three congregations: Immanuel, St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church (a co-sponsor of the event), and a Roman Catholic congregation in Feasterville.  
 
The Ukrainian community was represented as well. Two members of the community offered personal 
testimony of their experiences with the war in Ukraine, their escape to the U.S., and trying to build a new life 
here.  
 
An intergenerational choir from the Ukrainian community offered three Ukrainian Christian hymns. Another 
musical offering came from the chancel choir of St. Stephen’s. 
 
The Rev. Patricia Davenport, Bishop of the SEPA Synod gave a brief, uplifting message. Pastor Hahn and Pastor 
Ahlman offered words of welcome and prayers for peace. Offering plates were placed near the exits for 
people wanting to give extra gifts for refugee support. 
 
The event concluded with a reception sponsored by the Immanuel church family. A big “thank you” to all 
helpers, participants, and attendees. Please continue to pray fervently for peace in Ukraine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Inspiring and Awesome 
Event: 

Community Prayers for Peace in 
Ukraine at Immanuel 
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Congratulations to Anneliese and Tristan who were married on Thursday, June 30 with 
Pastor Hahn officiating. Please keep Anneliese, Tristan, and their son, in your prayers. 

In Christian Sympathy 

Condolences to the family and friends of Ted Schmidt Jr., who joined The Church 
Triumphant on Wednesday, May 25. Funeral services were held on Friday, June 24 
with Pastor Hahn officiating. Please keep Ted's family and friends in your prayers. 

Condolences to the family and friends of Wallace Onimus, who joined The Church 
Triumphant on Monday, June 13. Funeral services were held on Saturday, June 18 
with Pastor Hahn officiating. Please keep Wallace's family and friends in your prayers. 

We are looking for hosts for our fellowship hours this summer! Fellowship hosts will 
provide, and set out, light munchies; plug in the coffee makers; and clean up afterwards. 
(Several individuals can share a Sunday.) 
 
If you are willing and able to help, please email Cindy M. 
 

Graduation Sunday 
 
On June 26, we celebrated the members and friends in our congregation who are 
graduating this year. Congratulations to our graduates! A list of graduates will be 
provided in our August newsletter. 

From Pastor Hahn: "Thank you for the many cards, calls, emails, and texts with 
congratulations and good wishes for my birthday. I am very grateful and appreciate 
your care and concern." 
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 MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

A BIG thank you for your 
continued donations to 
Feast of Justice. 
 
In May, the Immanuel church 
family donated 297 pounds of 
home essentials and 57 pounds of 
food! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

During the month of July, we are 
switching our donation emphasis to 

Boxes of Cereal. 
 
Will you help us reach our July donation goal 

of 200 boxes of cereal? 

 
Please bring your donations to Sunday 
worship. 
 
We also continue to welcome donations of 
home essentials and other food items. 

Many, many thanks to the "Caring Ladies" who 
crocheted, knitted, or sewed blankets for the Linus 
Project.  
 
As a result of your dedication, even during this difficult 
time, we were able to present 35 blankets to the Linus 
Project.  
 
Also, many thanks for making scarves for the ongoing 
Seamen’s Project; they are always needed. Please 
know, your time and work are truly appreciated. 
 
If circumstances permit, we hope to get together in 
the Fall. In the meantime, please do as you are doing. 
If you need any yarn, please let us know. 
                 
Enjoy your Summer - Stay Safe 
                       Barbara H. & Alma D. 
 

Page 6 



 

 
 
  

Coming in August…We will be 

collecting donations for the 
Seafarers’ “Christmas at Sea.” 
We look forward to your 
support again this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to all the Sellers who participated in the 
Immanuel Community Yard Sale on Saturday, June 4th. Many 
thanks to our volunteers as well! 
 
A bright and sunny Saturday had buyers at the Yard Sale from 
8:00 AM until 12 Noon. The Sellers enjoyed meeting new 
people, reconnecting with friends and selling “treasures.” 
 
A registration donation for each Seller was collected and a total 
of $190.00 was collected. This will be sent to the Lutheran 
Disaster Relief Fund. Items of food were also collected for a 
local food bank.    
 
We appreciated your support in making this event a success! 
 
On behalf of the Evangelism Team, thanks again. 
 

Helmut Boehm is recognized as 
a "Hometown Hero" with a 
banner placed on Huntingdon 
Pike in Rockledge in honor of 
his World War II service. 
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There will be one combined  

Worship Service at 10:15 AM  
every Sunday in the Sanctuary during 

July and August.  
 

Each service will contain selections in 
English and German. 

 

The theme for our Summer Worship 
during July is: 

 

LIVING THE LIFE OF FAITH IN A 
"SHOW ME" WORLD 

 

July   3 at 10:15 AM - Can the World See Your Christian Gumption? 
July 10 at 10:15 AM - Can the World See Your Christian Witness? 
July 17 at 10:15 AM - Can the World See Your Bigness of Spirit?  

Guest Preacher:  Pastor Karen Sease                                       
Holy Communion will be included. 

July 24 at 10:15 AM - Can the World See Your Vision? 
July 31 at 10:15 AM - Can the World See Your Perseverance? 
                                       Guest Preacher:  Pastor Kang Na 

             Holy Communion will be included. 
 

 
*Pastor Sease is pregnant and masks are 
required to be worn during her service to 

protect her unborn child. Your consideration 
would be greatly appreciated! 

 

All services will be hybrid (in person and on Zoom). 
 

After each service, 
 there will be an opportunity for discussion. 

 
Light refreshments may be served. 

 

(Please note: Due to the light schedule during our Summer Sabbatical, there is no 
traditional calendar page in this newsletter.) 
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