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CONNECTING WITH GOD
From Pastor Hahn:
My dear Immanuel church family, dear fellow
crewmembers on the IHS Immanuel,
“Everyone loves a good party,” the saying goes. In
challenging times like ours with the earth’s
destruction accelerating, with democracy under
siege, with hunger catastrophes looming, and with
all the assorted personal and family concerns that
people face, a “good party” sounds like a great
idea.

have failed. Maybe it is better to allow ourselves to
be grasped by and delve into God’s Mystery.
The celebration continues on Father’s Day, June
19, which also happens to be Juneteenth. This
federal holiday has been celebrated annually on
June 19 in various parts of the United States since
1865, commemorating the emancipation of
enslaved African-Americans (More info on
Wikepedia.com).
The final occasion for our church family to
celebrate in June comes on the last Sunday of the
month, June 26. On that day, we will rejoice with,
bless and pray for the graduates in our extended
church family.
I look forward to celebrating with you. -- PH

Sun., June 5: Pentecost Sunday
Wear something RED!
10:15 AM Combined, Bi-lingual Worship
Fellowship hour with treats
and beverages after worship!

You and I are in luck because the month of June
will bring us four parties/celebrations.

6:30 PM English Evening Service

On June 5th, we will have a birthday party. It is
Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the Christian
Church. On that first Pentecost Sunday, God
poured out God’s Holy Spirit on the first disciples,
and they began to spread the Good News of God’s
Love in Jesus Christ to all the world.

Sun., June 12: Holy Trinity Sunday
9:30 AM English Worship
11:00 AM German Worship
Celebrating the awesome mystery of God
who is three-in-one and one-in-three.

Someone (I forgot who) suggested it might be
better to view Pentecost Sunday less as a
“birthday” and more as an “anniversary.” Birthdays
often carry a more nostalgic, backward-looking
mood while “anniversaries” are more like
milestones that end one era and initiate another
one. Certainly, this year’s Pentecost could be
viewed as a milestone: it initiates a revival in the
ministry and mission of the Immanuel church
family as we move into the post-pandemic era.

Sun., June 19: Father’s Day
9:30 AM English Worship
11:00 AM German Worship
6:30 PM English Worship
Special blessings and prayers for fathers
and persons in fathering roles.

Sun., June 26: Graduation Sunday

Another reason to celebrate, albeit more in a
spiritual vein, is the Festival Sunday that always
come after Pentecost: The Sunday of the Holy
Trinity. Many have tried to explain the mystery of
the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Many

9:30 AM English Worship
11:00 AM German Worship
Special blessings and prayers for
graduates—and maybe a surprise!
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„Es war einmal […] in einer weit, weit
entfernten Galaxis …“ ODER „Am Anfang
erschuf Gott Himmel und Erde …“
Wie viel Bibel steckt in den Star Wars Filmen?*
Der Menschensohn – ein Skywalker? Der
Kindermord im Jedi-Tempel von Coruscant – ein
Verweis auf die Weihnachtsgeschichte? »Möge
die Macht mit Dir sein« – ein Segensgruß? Shmi –
eine galaktische Jungfrau Maria? Die Star-WarsFilme sind voll von biblischen Bezügen.
Das Professorenehepaar Claudia und Simone
Paganini deckt in ihrem Buch, Im Namen des
Vaters, des Sohnes und der Macht: Star Wars
und die Bibel, nicht nur die verborgenen
Bibelverweise auf.

Once upon a time … in a galaxy, far, far
away…. OR “In the beginning God created
heaven and earth….”
The Bible and Star Wars
The Son of Man: Luke Skywaker? The infanticide in
the Jedi Temple of Courscant: a reference to the
murders at the end of the Christmas story? “May the
force be with you”: a blessing? Shmi: a galactical
virgin similar to the Mary? The Star Wars movies are
filled with biblical references.
Wife-and-husband team, Professors Claudia and
Simone Paganini reveal in their book, In the Name of
the Father, and the Son, and the Force: Star Wars
and the Bible, biblical references hidden in the
movies.
Those who know the movies are familiar with the
battle between the two sides of The Force, the good
and the evil. It is only a short step to make a
connection to the mission of the Apostle Paul, to
open the eyes of all nations to open “so they may
turn from darkness to light.” (Acts 26:18)

Wer sich die Filme und den darin dargestellten
Kampf zwischen der hellen und der dunklen Seite
der Macht ansieht, kann auch den
Missionsauftrag des Paulus, die Völker »von der
Finsternis zum Licht zu bekehren« (Apg 26,18)
und vieles mehr entdecken.
Eine kurzweilige Lektüre, bei der man einiges
über die Bibel, ein wenig über Star Wars und
extrem viel über Star Wars und die Bibel lernt.
Das Buch kostet 11 Euro als E-Buch und 14 Euro
als gebundene Ausgabe.
*Wenn Sie Star Wars nicht kennen, fragen Sie am
besten einen Enkel oder ein Nachbarskind.
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Currently only available in German (a translation may
be in the works), this very entertaining book enables
the reader to learn a few (new) things about the
Bible, a number of (maybe completely new) things
about the Star Wars movies, and a lot about the
connections between the Star Wars movies and the
Bible.
The creator of the Star Wars saga, George Lucas,
stated in 1999 in an interview: “I don’t believe that
Star Wars is a religious movie, but it includes
religious themes and makes them accessible to the
public in order to convey that something greater
than us exists.” This is hardly surprising since Lucas,
during his studies as the University of Southern
California, got to know and interact with Dr. Joseph
Campbell, a well-known and accomplished professor
and scholar of Comparative Religion.
------------------If you are interested in a movie night and
conversation about this, contact Pastor Hahn.

Prayers for Peace in Ukraine
Donations for Ukrainian Refugee
Relief are welcome.
Please spread the word.
Invite your friends and neighbors.

Sunday, June 12, 2022
at 4:00 PM
Immanuel Church Campus

How your donations are used
by Lutheran World Relief:

This prayer service is a collaboration of
Immanuel and St. Stephen's Lutheran churches.
Several recently arrived Ukrainian refugees are
expected to attend and share their experiences
in Ukraine and how they are making a new life
here in the Philadelphia area.
Choral pieces by the Ukrainians and the chancel
choir of St. Stephen's will be offered.
Bishop Davenport has been invited to speak.
The event is expected to be about 45 minutes.
Masks are recommended.

An Interfaith Call to Peace for Ukraine
Oh Divine, most mighty, most merciful, our
sacred stories tell us that you help and save
your people. You are the fortress: may
there be no more war. You are the harvest:
may there be no more hunger. You are the
light: may no one die alone or in despair.
Oh Divine, most majestic, most motherly,
grant us your life. Amen.
Courtesy of https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8131
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CONNECTING WITH OTHERS
Graduation Sunday
As in previous years, we would like to honor, celebrate with, and pray for
the members and friends in our congregation who are graduating this year.
We plan to bless our graduates on Sunday, June 26.
Please send information about your graduate to the church office at
office@ImmanuelPhilly.org or 215-464-1540.

Fun June Holidays
1-Say Something Nice Day
1-National Pen Pal Day
3-National Donut Day
4-National Hug Your Cat Day
5-National Veggie Burger Day
6-National Yo-yo Day
10-National Movie Night
16-National Fudge Day
21-International Yoga Day
27-National Bingo Day
27-National Sunglasses Day
29-Hug Holiday

The first day of summer is June 21.
Summer begins at 5:13 AM.
The summer solstice is the day with
the longest amount of daylight.
Locally, the sunrise is 5:32 AM and
sunset is 8:32 PM.

The full moon takes place on June 14.
This month it is called the strawberry
moon.

In Christian Sympathy
We extend our Christian sympathy to the family and friends of
Ingeborg Ast who joined The Church Triumphant on May 1.
Funeral services were held on May 7. Thank you for keeping
Ingeborg’s family and friends in your prayers.
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Saturday, June 4
(Rain Date: June 11)
8:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

All types of merchandise!
Plenty of free parking in
the church parking lot.
We encourage shoppers to
bring a cash or food
donation for the local food
bank.

Looking to be a Seller?
A $10 donation, for Ukraine Relief Fund, gives you as much space as you
want! Need to supply your own tables, chairs and canopy.
Please leave your name and phone number at
ImmanuelYardSale@gmail.com for info. Or call 215-464-1540 and leave a
message for Chris.

Please note that the Yard Sale is an
outdoor event and will be held on a
“weather permitting” basis.

During the yard sale, Linus blankets may
be dropped off at the Ladies Guild table
to Alma D. or Barbara H. Thank you!
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May be cancelled due to rain and/or
muddy grounds. Please check
ImmanuelPhilly.org or
HillHappenings.org for updates.

National Gun Violence Awareness (June 3)

June Prayers

Today We Remember
those who have died by gun violence,
those who have survived gun violence,
those who mourn deaths of family and friends by
gun violence.
Aching with sorrow we grieve this pain and death
that surrounds and fills us.

World Refugee Day (June 20)

Let us pray together.

Lord Jesus, give us more of your compassion
for their plight, soften our hearts to their
situation, and help us follow your lead in
seeking justice and mercy on their behalf.
We pray for an end to the wars, poverty and
human rights abuses that drive desperate
people to become refugees in the first
place.
-Author Unknown

Forgive, O God, our wrongful action and our
inaction.
Forgive our silence and indifference.
Lead us in love, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
May God who is our hope inscribe our hearts with
justice and guide us in the ways of peace. Amen
Adapted from “Gun Violence Litany”
by Rev. Joanne Engquist

Dear Father,
Open our hearts to migrants and refugees in
need, so that we might see in them your
own migrant son. Give us courage to stand
up in defense against those who would do
them harm.

From https://ministrylink.org/prayer-remembering-thoseaffected-by-gun-violence/

https://www.lirs.org/prayers-immigrants-refugees

Father’s Day (June 19)
We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our lives.
Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality teaches us that some fathers excel while others fail. We
ask for Your blessings for them all and forgiveness where it is needed.
This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices fathers make for their children and families, and the ways-both big and small--they lift children to achieve dreams thought beyond reach.
So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the void when fathers pass early or are absent;
grandfathers and uncles, brothers and cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our families.
For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and humility in the face of the task of parenting. Give them the
strength to do well by their children and by You.
In Your Holy name, O God, we pray. Amen.
- Rev. Chuck Currie
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Order your tickets for
Lutheran Night at the Phillies:
Go to: www.phillies.com/lutheran
Use password LUTHERAN

Thank you for your donations and
continued support for Feast of Justice.
Feast of Justice is a charitable, faith-based
non-profit organization whose mission is
addressing hunger, meeting needs, and
inspiring hope as they work toward abundant
justice in Northeast Philadelphia and beyond.

In April, a donation of 405 pounds of
food was picked up by Feast of Justice.
In May, our church family contributed
home essentials to Feast of Justice
families.
In June, please continue to donate
personal care and household items.
Food and monetary donations are also
welcome.
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Offering Altar Flowers for Worship
at Immanuel Lutheran Church

Flowers on our altar are a beautiful symbol of our offerings to
God. They are a way that we praise Jesus for the life and hope
that he gives us, a way that we honor or remember loved ones,
and a way to give thanks for our blessings.
Members and friends of Immanuel are encouraged to contribute
an offering of flowers in memory, honor, thanksgiving, or
celebration.

How it used to be
For many years, the Immanuel church family was blessed with an individual who would single-handedly manage
the altar flowers from ordering, arranging, improving, and carefully re-using them whenever possible. The
congregation had a contract with a vendor that specified that flowers would be delivered each week. Members and
friends of Immanuel could “sponsor” the flowers at a Sunday of their choice in honor or memory of loved ones.
When no one “sponsored” Sunday altar flowers, the “flower minister” would either try to re-use flowers from the
previous week (often sprucing them up) or drive to an inexpensive flower shop to buy new ones. With the
occasional additional gift for the flower fund and very diligent management, no additional costs were incurred.
Unfortunately, this person is no longer available to serve as “flower minister,” and no one else has stepped up to
assume the position. To accommodate this change, along with the increase in the cost of flowers, especially under
a contractual agreement, adjustments are necessary. Unless or until a better solution is found, the following will be
the Immanuel altar flowers policy.
How it will be (starting June 5, 2022)
1. Immanuel will not have a contract with a vendor who supplies flowers on a weekly basis.
2. For altar flowers to be present for worship, members and friends may purchase flowers of their choice in
person from a market or a florist or have them delivered to their home in time for Sunday worship. (There is no
price stipulation for an offering - listen to your heart!)
If you wish to offer flowers for a worship service, please do the following:
1. The flower chart/calendar is kept by Sylvia H. Contact her with a date and, if you desire, a dedication for your
offering (e.g., “to the glory of God and in honor/ memory of _____”). The final deadline for picking a spot on the
flower chart/calendar is two weeks prior to the Sunday of your choice! This is non-negotiable.
2. Bring your flowers to service early enough to arrange them and place them at the altar. Someone will be on
hand to assist you with that.
3. During worship, let your flower offering remind all worshipers of the love God has for us through his creation,
and the significance the flower offering holds for you.
4. After worship, allow your flower offering to be a blessing for our homebound members. The Member Care
Team has this as one of its ministries. – When reserving your date with Sylvia, please indicate whether you give
permission to have these flowers shared with homebound members or if you wish to take them home after the
German service.
* We are sensitive to the fact that some members are unable to purchase and bring flowers for worship on their
own. In that case, we hope members will step forward to assist with that. If you feel called to do so, please contact
Sylvia and let her know.
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JUNE 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Please note:
All services are simultaneously
INDOOR and REMOTE.

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

9:30 AM
Lower Bucks
Conference

Meetings will continue to be held through Zoom
(online and telephone).

7:00 PM
Book
Discussion

5

8

6
Pentecost Sunday

7

Please wear something RED

12

10

11

2:00 PM
Christ in Our
Home

8:00 AM
Yard Sale
Rain Date

Deans Retreat

10:15 AM Bi-lingual Service
6:30 PM English Service
Both services with
Holy Communion

9

2:00 PM
Christ in Our
Home

8:00 AM
Outdoor
Community
Yard Sale

1:30 PM
Member
Care Team
6:00 PM
Congregation
Council

7:00 PM
Christian
Events
Team

7:00 PM
Book
Discussion

13

14

15

4:05 PM
Lutheran
Night at the
Phillies

16

Holy Trinity Sunday

17

18

2:00 PM
Christ in Our
Home

9:30 AM English Service
11:00 AM German Service
4:00 PM Prayers for Peace in
Ukraine

7:00 PM
Book
Discussion

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

19

20

21

22

23

24

nd

2 Sunday after Pentecost
Father’s Day
Juneteenth
9:30 AM English Service
11:00 AM German Service
6:30 PM English Service

2:00 PM
Christ in Our
Home
7:00 PM
Congregation
Council

7:00 PM
Book
Discussion

All services with Holy Communion

26

27

28

29

30

7:00 PM
Finance
Team

7:00 PM
Book
Discussion

Kimball/Vetter
Wedding
(off campus)

rd

3 Sunday After Pentecost
Graduation Sunday
9:30 AM English Service
11:00 AM German Service

Visit our new and improved www.ImmanuelPhilly.org for all
the latest news, events, and calendar updates!
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