
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Join us on Zoom for worship! 
 

Link to join from your computer:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88901607206 

 
To join our worship service and listen in by phone,  

dial the phone number below and you will be asked to enter a meeting ID.  
Enter the code below and make sure you enter the # at the end of the meeting ID 

Phone number to call-in: 1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID for call-in: 889 0160 7206 # 

 

November 2025 

Newsletter 

Our mission is to connect people, especially adults,  
with God and with other people in order to achieve 

 the highest possible level of the abundant life  
Jesus came to offer. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
  

14100 Worthington Road  
Philadelphia, PA 19116-1406 

Tel.: 215-464-1540 
E-mail: Office@immanuelphilly.org    

  
www.ImmanuelPhilly.org 
www.HillHappenings.org 

 

November 2 - All Saints Sunday 
We bring our grief to the table and find there  

a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

 Holy Communion 

Special memorial for members and friends of Immanuel 

who died during the past twelve months 
 

November 9 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Our God is the God of the living. 

 

November 16 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
“Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 

 

November 23 - Thanksgiving Sunday 
We celebrate the abundance of God  

and give thanks for all that God provides. 

 

November 30 - The First Sunday of Advent 
Christ comes among us this day 

 

All services begin 
at 10:15 AM 

Harvest Home Sunday 

https://immanuelphilly.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5ecd749e7f3a34f11cec54d68&id=4fd7163c04&e=7a5d04131d
mailto:Office@immanuelphilly.org
http://www.immanuelphilly.org/
http://www.hillhappenings.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from Pastor Brown… 

ASK THE PASTOR…Why are we always talking about the Synod?  
 

One of the most visible means of 
congregational support is when a 
congregation is in transition from 
one pastor to the next. At this 
moment in time at Immanuel, the 
congregation would be without an 
interim pastor if the deans did not 
recommend someone for us. Every 
month when the deans meet, they 
look at the Ministry Site Profiles (the 
forms our transition team worked for 
months on last year) which have been 
submitted by vacant congregations 
and try to match them with the 
pastoral candidates who are seeking a 
new call and have registered their 
paperwork with our synod.  
 
Each name of a pastoral candidate 
which is received by our call 
committee has been vetted by our 
deans and has been identified as a 
potential good fit for us. When the 
congregation gets to the point of 
voting on a candidate, the synod 
provides a deputy to run the meeting, 
so everything is done correctly, and 
there can be no question later about 
the vote. In some denominations and 
congregations, there has to be 
advertising, sometimes around the 
country, and it can turn into a free-for-
all. I personally am grateful to be in a 
denomination where we have this kind 
of support. 
 

In the ELCA, our national church body, congregations have a three-fold relationship, between the 
pastor, the congregation, and the synod. As our Bishop says, WE ARE the synod. Although when we refer 
to the synod, we are often referring to the office of the Bishop, really there is a whole range of support 
we receive, and in turn, we support one another.  
 

Transition Update 
Our call committee recently had two wonderful 
candidates at the same time, and unfortunately 
neither one of them turned out to be exactly right 
for Immanuel. Hopefully, there may be another 
candidate soon. We continue to trust the Holy 
Spirit in the process, even though it can be very 
frustrating. Please continue to pray for Immanuel 
and our call committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transition Prayer 
Oh God, you have called your servants to ventures 
of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith 
to go out with good courage, not knowing where we 
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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ASK THE PASTOR (continued) 
 
 
The local synod (in our case 
Southeastern Pennsylvania or SEPA) also 
provides trainings and support in other 
ways. SEPA usually hosts an annual 
gathering for treasurers, in which they 
share any updates on bookkeeping 
practices, and answer questions treasurers 
may have. SEPA often holds a gathering for 
congregational presidents, in which the 
presidents get to meet others in the same 
position and realize that our congregational 
concerns are not unique! In addition, synod 
staff is available whenever there are 
procedural questions, or we don’t know 
how to handle a particular situation, or we 
need a recommendation for a roofer, etc. 
 

Our synod covers the five-county area 
(Bucks, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester, 
and Philadelphia) and is divided into 
geographic conferences, of which each 
one has a dean elected by the conference. 
In Lower Bucks we are very connected. 
Each week, we pray for one of our 
congregations and their pastor. We have a 
prayer calendar, so we all pray for the same 
congregation each week. Most of our 
conference pastors get together weekly to 
study the texts for the upcoming Sunday. 
Once per month, the pastors also gather 
for fellowship and to share what is 
happening in our congregations. When we 
submit our flyers for events, they are 
included in the SEPA newsletter (you can 
subscribe by visiting ministrylink.org). The 
congregations in our conference share 
resources and publicize events in other 
congregations. The list goes on and on. 
 

Just as the congregation relies on the offerings of the members to meet our budget, the congregations 
also make a financial commitment to the synod, and the synod in turn supports the national church. We 
are all connected, we are all Church together, and we are stronger because of this connection. 
 

Worship in November 
 
Beginning in November, in addition 
to serving as Immanuel’s Interim 
Pastor, Pastor Brown will be the 
Interim Consultant for Emmaus 
Road Lutheran Church in Levittown.  
 
On a few of the Sundays, she will be 
leading worship there instead of at 
Immanuel. On those Sundays, she 
will record her sermon, so you will 
still get to experience her speaking 
too fast and not knowing German! 
On those Sundays, the worship at 
Immanuel will be led by Jim 
Clements, just as in the past. 
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Liturgical Season 
 
We are finally coming to the end of the long Pentecost season. In November,  
we have two celebrations.  
 
On November 2, we celebrate All Saints Sunday, commemorating those who have passed away in the 
last year. We will name them and light a candle in the memory of each one.  
 
The last Sunday of the church year is Christ the King Sunday. This year, that falls on November 23. On 
that Sunday, we focus on the end times, with the theme of hope, as we then begin the new Church year 
moving into the Advent season.  
 
The liturgical color for these two Sundays is white, with the Sundays in between going back to green, as 
we complete ordinary time for this year. 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated! We had over 90 children attend. 
All had a good time collecting candy, making crafts, and playing games. 
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Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, October 25 



 

 
 
  

 

On this day, we remember with thanksgiving those members of Immanuel 
who have gone before us with the sign of faith. 

 
We will light a candle on the altar for each of them, and then the congregation 

will be invited to light a candle for other loved ones who have died. 
 

November 2 
10:15 AM 

 
Worship 

With Holy Communion 
 

Anneliese Mueller, 92 

Gertrude Aughenbaugh, 91 

James F. G. Scheidt, 57 

Frieda Bayer, 85 

Irene Bodnar, 87 

Theresia Mackert, 82 

Anna Marie Larenz, 93 

Ursula Stefany, 89 

 

Join us on Sunday, November 16 after the 
service, downstairs in Fellowship Hall. The 
movie Apostle Peter and the Last Supper will 
be shown. The movie runs approximately an 
hour and a half. All are welcome to attend. 

Sunday, November 23 is Thanksgiving 
Sunday. Celebrate the abundance of God 
and give thanks for all that God provides. 
Please bring nonperishable items for the 
Somerton Food Bank. During these 
particularly difficult times, let us help our 
neighbors in need. 
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This free community 
event will be held 

Saturday,  
November 8  

12:00 to 3:00 PM  
 

Doors open at 11:30 AM 
 

First game starts at 12:30 PM 

Spend a nostalgic afternoon at Immanuel as we remember 
Christmas through the decades. 

 
Reminisce about Christmas holidays and how they have changed. Learn what 

traditions, songs, toys and food were popular during various decades. We will provide 
treats that were eaten during those times. We also plan on having participants create 

easy Christmas themed craft projects that you may take home with you! 
 

This FREE event is geared towards people 16 years of age or older. We do require an 
RSVP for this event. Please visit our hillhappenings.org site to register. If you do not 

have access to a computer, you may call the office at 215-464-1540, leaving your 
name and phone number so someone can contact you. Thank you and we look forward 

to seeing you at this event! 
 

Admission is free; but we ask that you please bring nonperishable food items or 
monetary donations for our local food bank.  

Thank you! 
 

 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 

1:30 - 3:30PM 

 

 

Please join us for an afternoon of fun 
playing 10 rounds of Bingo! 

 
Feel free to invite your family, friends and neighbors to join 
us for an afternoon of BINGO games and gift card prizes.   
 
There will be tickets for sale for our Gift Basket Raffle 
(baskets valued between $20-$25) as well as tickets for a 
50/50 Raffle. All proceeds will benefit Immanuel. 
 
Hot dogs, snacks, desserts and drinks will be available for 
purchase. Doors open at 11:30 AM so you can enjoy lunch 
before we play Bingo. First game starts at 12:30 PM…don’t 
be late! 
 
Admission is free; but we ask that you please bring 
nonperishable food items or monetary donations for our 
local food bank. Thanks! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the church 
office at 215-464-1540 and leave a message for Chris. 
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Congregational Advent Celebration 
 

Sunday, December 14 
Immediately following worship 



 

NOVEMBER 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  

2    
Daylight Saving 

             Time Ends 
 

All Saints Sunday  

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

With Holy Communion 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
Election Day 

 
7:00 PM  
Socialization 
Ministry 
Team 
 
 
 

5 
 
10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

6 
 

 
 
 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 
9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 

12:00 PM 
Community 
Bingo 
 

9 
 

22nd Sunday after 
 Pentecost 

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

 
Member Care Ministry Team  

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
 

12 
 
10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

13 
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 
 

16 
 

23rd Sunday after 
Pentecost 

   

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

Apostle Peter and the Last 
Supper movie 

 
Finance Ministry Team 

 

17 
 
 

 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 

10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
6:30 PM 
Congregation 
Council (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

9:30 AM 
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 

23 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 
10:30 AM 
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

27 
 
 

 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30  
The First Sunday of Advent 

 
10:15 AM Worship Service 

 

 

Remember to fall back 
on November 2. 
Turn your clocks back 
one hour! 
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Thanksgiving 

Holiday 


