
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
  

14100 Worthington Road  
Philadelphia, PA 19116-1406 

Tel.: 215-464-1540 
E-mail: Office@immanuelphilly.org    

  
www.ImmanuelPhilly.org 
www.HillHappenings.org 

 

October 2025 

Newsletter 

Our mission is to connect people, especially adults,  
with God and with other people in order to achieve 

 the highest possible level of the abundant life  
Jesus came to offer. 

 

October 5 - World Communion Sunday 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 
 

October 12 - Harvest Home / Erntedankfest 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service in English 
12:00 Noon Worship Service in German 

 
October 19 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

10:15 AM Worship Service 
 

October 26 - Reformation Sunday 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 
 

November 2 - All Saints/Memorial Sunday 
 

10:15 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Time to honor members and friends of Immanuel 

who died during the past twelve months  
and remember our deceased loved ones. 

 

mailto:Office@immanuelphilly.org
http://www.immanuelphilly.org/
http://www.hillhappenings.org/


 

 
  

Notes from Pastor Brown… 

Transition Update 
 
Our Call Committee has two candidates whom they are in the process of interviewing. Please 
continue to pray for the committee, the candidates, and all involved in the process. 
 
Oh God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Have you remembered 
Immanuel in your will? 

 
Immanuel has recently received three 
bequests from the estates of some of our 
members who have recently died. You can 
help our ministry continue by also 
remembering the Church in your will.  
 
Also, if you would like donations to be sent 
to Immanuel in your memory, please make 
sure you let your next of kin know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Bible Study 
 
Join us on Wednesdays as we study the 
Sermon on the Mount. As our reference, 
we are using the book, What If Jesus Was 
Serious? by Skye Jethani. 
 

10:30 AM in the parlor and on Zoom 

7:00 PM on Zoom 

On Harvest Home Sunday, October 12, we celebrate the abundance of 
God and give thanks for all that God provides.  
 
Please bring nonperishable food items for those in need that can be 
used for a Thanksgiving Day meal. The Somerton Food Bank suggests 
donations of canned goods, especially canned vegetables.  
 
 



 

 
  

October 5—We celebrate 
World Communion Sunday. 

 
This is a celebration observed by 
several Protestant denominations, 
taking place on the first Sunday of 
every October, that promotes 
Christian unity and ecumenical 
cooperation. It focuses on an 
observance of the Eucharist. The 
tradition was begun in 1933 by Hugh 
Thomson Kerr who ministered in the 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 
 

 

The season of Pentecost, ordinary 
time, continues into October. 
However, during this month, we are 
celebrating some special Sundays. 
 

October 12—We will celebrate 
Harvest Home/Erntedankfest. 
 
There will be 
two worship services: 
English at 10:15 AM and 
German at 12:00 Noon. 
 
Traditionally, in the United States, Harvest 
Home is often celebrated around 
Thanksgiving. But in the German tradition it 
is celebrated in October, and this year we 
will do the same. 
   
There is evidence that the Erntedankfest 
celebration happened thousands of years 
ago in Germany. Literally translated as 
“thanks for the harvest,” this festival is a 
religious holiday and is celebrated both in 
the Catholic and Protestant churches. The 
altar is decorated with sheaves of wheat 
and the fruits of the harvest. There is a 
singing celebration, and often a second 
service in the evening. After the second 
service, many communities have a 
Lanternumzug (lantern parade), with 
fireworks in some communities.  
 
Erntedankfest started as a rural festival. It 
was a way of giving thanks for the harvest 
and finally relaxing after months of work. 
Today, even though harvesting is done with 
machines, people still give thanks and 
celebrate.   
 
 

October 26—We celebrate the Reformation,  
when Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the church door.  
 
This day is considered the birthday of the Lutheran Church, and we decorate the sanctuary in red to 
honor that tradition. (Don’t forget to wear red yourselves!) Often on this day confirmation may be 
celebrated, as young persons affirm their faith for themselves, as their parents did for them when 
they were baptized. 
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In Christian  
Sympathy 

In sure and certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal 
life, we announce the death of Ursula Stefany on 
September 2. Please keep Ursula’s family and friends in 
your prayers. 
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This video will take us on a tour down the sacred road that Abraham, Moses, Jacob, King David and 
Jesus once walked. It is a historic link to the roots of Judaism and Christianity and the stories of the 
Old and New Testaments. 
 
We watched part one on September 28, and this month will show part two. There will be time for 
questions and discussion. Snacks will be available or bring your own (maybe enough to share with 
everyone?). 
 

Sunday Seminar 
Part Two 

 
October 19, 12:00 Noon 

in Fellowship Hall 
 

All are welcome to join us! 
 
If you need a ride, or can provide a 
ride for someone, please let us know. 
 
RSVP by Sunday, October 19 to either 
Judy Friedman or the church office.  

Homebound 
Luncheon 

 
Tuesday October 21 

11:30 AM 
In Fellowship Hall 

  

Help us keep our Prayer List up to date! 
 
If you would like the members and friends of Immanuel to pray for you or a loved one,  
please let us know. Requests will remain on our list for four weeks. 
 
Contact the church office or Carrie Cook. 
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Thank you to all who 
contributed to “God’s Work. 

Our Hands.” Sunday on 
September 7. We made 64 
breakfast/snack bags with 
cards that were donated to 

Caring for Friends. 



 

.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Saturday, October 25 

3:30 – 5:00 PM 

Our Immanuel church family 
donated over $1,000 to Seafarers’ 
Christmas-At-Sea. 
 
Also, a $250 Thrivent grant was used 
to buy sweatshirts, and socks from 
the Seafarers’ Amazon Wishlist. 
 
Thank you to all who donated! 

October is 

Tackling Hunger Month. 
 

Please continue to support our local food 
banks. The holiday season is approaching, which 

can be especially difficult for families in need. 
 

Please bring your nonperishable donations to 
worship on Sundays. 
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Hope you can join us!  Social Event, all are welcome!  
 
We are meeting for lunch! 
 
When: Tuesday, October 14 at 12:00 Noon 
Where:  Jumbo Seafood Buffet 
                 725 Bustleton Pike 
                 Feasterville-Trevose, PA 19053 
 
If you would like to join us,  
please RSVP by Sunday October 12 so we can make a reservation.  
We can meet at the church and carpool if that’s more convenient. 
 
Contact – Donna Day or Judy Friedman  
 

Calling all Ghosts and Goblins!  
 
All children are welcome to this free Community Event! Trunk or Treat 
is a fun time for costumed kids (and adults!) to go from decorated car 
trunk to trunk, collecting Halloween candy. 
 
We need volunteers from our church family and friends. If you can 
provide the car trunk, we will supply the candy for you to hand out. We 
can even help you with trunk decorating ideas, if you are not sure how 
to decorate. We also need a few volunteers to help with an easy craft 
and a game for the kids.  
 
The parking lot will be open to start decorating at 2:30 PM, the event 
begins at 3:30 PM and will be done by 5:00 PM. 
 
To sign up or get more information, please feel free to contact Marion 
Morris or Chris Blankenhorn. 
 



 

 
 
  

Reminder: 
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 

Wednesday, October 22 from 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM 
 

Did you purchase a shopping pass? The time to use it is coming soon! 
 

You can still see Judy Friedman if you would like to purchase a shopping pass. 
 

A $5.00 donation will purchase a 25% off shopping pass for the entire day. 
Your donation benefits Immanuel. 
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Tickets are $40.  If attending as a group, please make a single reservation for your entire group so 

that seating can be arranged. 
 

Reserve early - Limited seating available. Proper advance time is also needed to order wine. 
 

Please call 215-673-4423 or e-mail wine@danubeswabian.com for tickets. 

1277 Southampton Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19116  

215-969-9356 
www.danubeswabian.com 

 

Saturday,  
October 11, 2025 

 
Guests should be 
seated by 6:00 PM 

for tasting. 
 

mailto:wine@danubeswabian.com
http://www.danubeswabian.com/


 

 

OCTOBER 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
10:30 AM  
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 
9:30 AM  
Immanuel 
German 
School 
 
 

5 
 

World Communion 
Sunday 

 
10:15 AM  

Worship Service 
With Holy Communion 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
1:30 PM  
Member Care 
Ministry Team 
 
7:00 PM 
Socialization 
Ministry 
Team 
 

8 
 
10:30 AM  
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
9:30 AM  
Immanuel 
German 
School 

12 
 

Harvest Home Sunday 
Erntedankfest 

 
10:15 AM  

English Worship Service 
 

12:00 Noon  
German Worship Service 

 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
12:00 Noon 
Out to Lunch 

15 
 
10:30 AM  
Bible Study 
 
6:30 PM 
Congregation Council 
(Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
9:30 AM  
Immanuel 
German 
School 
 
 

19 
 

19th Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 
10:15 AM  

Worship Service 
 

12:00 Noon 
Sunday Seminar 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
11:30 AM  
Homebound 
Luncheon 
 
  

22 
8:00 AM  
Boscov’s Day 
 
10:30 AM  
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 

23 24 
 
 

 

25 
 
9:30 AM  
Immanuel 
German 
School  
 
3:30 PM  
Trunk or Treat 
 

26 
 

Reformation Sunday 
WEAR RED 

 
10:15 AM  

Worship Service with 
Holy Communion 

 

27 

 

28 
 

29 
 
10:30 AM  
Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM 
Bible Study (Zoom) 
 
7:00 PM 
Girl Scouts 
 

30 

 

31 
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